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He’s on His Way by Pastor David W. Dendy 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
12/3 -  First Sunday of Advent  
12/3 -  Children and Youth Christmas pageant “Meet Me at the Manger” 
12/3 -  Annual Christmas Dinner - Tickets sold out 
12/9 -  VINE Luncheon and Program-Jesus My Son presented by Claire Stryker 
12/24 - Christmas Eve (Sunday) worship times will be 10 am / 5 pm / 10 pm 
12/25 - Christmas Day  
12/31 - New Year’s Eve (Sunday)  One service only at 10 am 

Can you believe we are in the last 
thirty-one days of 2017? 
 

Jesus is coming soon! He will be here 
before we know it! 
 

Preparing for the coming of the Messi-
ah, the Newborn King is one of the 
great traditions of the Presbyterian 
Church. It is not much different than 
preparing for a newborn baby coming 
into our family and into our home. 
 

Prepare him room… 

How fun it is to decorate the nursery 
and supply the room with the crib, the 
rocker, the changing table, and of 
course the stuffed animals. 

What kind of room will I prepare for 
the Newborn King? The next twenty-
five days will be chock full of activities 
– office parties, family gatherings, 
church services and functions. Where 
will we carve out the time to make 
room for Jesus? If we are not inten-
tional about it, those great intentions 
will be lost in the wave of other activi-
ties. 
 

Choose a Name… 

When we found out Julie and I were 
having a baby girl, we had the best 
time trying to figure out what name 
would we grace this little girl with. We 
finally arrived with the name Faith! 

The name of the Newborn King is  
Jesus, but He is also called – Wonder-
ful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. What name 

will He be for you? Do you need an 
extra dose of “Peace” this Advent 
Season? Do you need something 
“Mighty” to happen? Choose a name! 
 

Announcements… 

When I was born I weighed in at    
9 pounds and 10 ounces. I arrived as 
a toddler! These days, families send 
out baby announcements to extend-
ed family and friends with all the de-
tails of the latest arrival. 

What would your announcement say 
to others about your Newborn King 
Jesus? Would you marvel at the size 
of His arms of love? Would you rave 
about the sound of His gracious 
voice? Would His eyes of tranquility 
mesmerize you? 
 

Snuggling… 

The most important thing a newborn 
needs is touch! How fun it is to snug-
gle and smell the newness of life 
with a newborn baby. To feel the 
warmth of this bundle of joy against 
our chest is one of the best feelings 
in the world. 

How about we do the same with  
Jesus this Christmas… Hold Him 
close… Squeeze Him up against your 
body and smell the richness of His 
unconditional love, grace and mercy. 
Is there any sweeter experience…?  
I think not. 
 

Merry Christmas! 
Laugh Often And Fear Not! 
David! 

He’s on His Way 
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Session 

Meetings are held 

in the Great Room 

at 7 pm on the 4th 

Wednesday of the 

month. 

 

Clerk of Session 

Jeff Patterson 

702-228-3411 

 

Class of 2017 

Marion Arciaga 

Marcia Brooks 

Beth Dworkin 

Bonnie Moore 

Jeff Patterson 

 

Class of 2018 

Jane Drake 

Jane Grimes 

Ruth Ann Kennedy 

Susan Paddock 

 

Class of 2019 

Fred Fukumoto 

Andrew Patterson 

Isaac Singleton 

Claire Stryker 

November 29, 2017 Session Meeting Highlights by Jeffrey D. Patterson, Clerk of  Session 
Session spent much time reviewing 
and discussing the new management 
structure for better serving the 
church and providing opportunities 
for greater member participation.  
Ministry Coordinator Tami Samek led 
the review and discussion.  The first 
management meeting is scheduled 
for January 4, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Session accepted, with regrets, the 
resignation of Allan Clark as an Elder. 
 
Each week MVPC prays for other con-
gregations in the Las Vegas area.  We 
are now sending letters to those con-
gregations to let them know they are 
in our prayers. 
 
The Deacons reported that the annual 
Service of Solace for December 14 is 
at 7:00 p.m.  The New Deacon orien-
tation will be held on Saturday,  
December 2. 
 
The Finance Committee is planning a 
presentation for later-life financial 
planning and tax beneficial methods 
of giving to the church.  Dates will be 
announced.  Finance recommended, 
and Session approved, changing 
MVPC’s financial year from a calendar 
year to a fiscal year July 1 through 
June 30, beginning July 1, 2018.  This 
change will not affect annual report-

ing, election of Elders or Deacons or 
timing of the stewardship drive. 
 
The Mission Committee’s next bagging 
for homeless will include socks for the 
winter months.  MVPC’s 2018 mission 
focus will be on families and educa-
tion, making a larger impact on fewer 
projects.  The focus will also include 
projects to have a “hands-on compo-
nent” encouraging participation by 
MVPC members.     
 
During November, our Home Com-
munion Team served communion to 
11 persons unable to attend Sunday 
services. 
 
Pastor David reported that several Al-
pha Bible Study groups desire to con-
tinue after the end of the formal pro-
gram.  The Alpha program will be re-
peated in the spring.  The Advent ser-
mon series is entitled “He’s On His 
Way.”  Christmas Eve services will be 
at 10:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 
p.m.  Baptisms are scheduled for Sun-
day, December 3 and December 10.  
 
Next Session meeting is scheduled for 
December 20, 2017 at 6:00 p.m.  If 
you have any questions or concerns to 
share with Session, please contact an 
Elder.  On Sunday mornings you can 
spot Elders by their blue nametags. 
 
Jeffrey D. Patterson, Clerk of Session 

Home Communion by Norma Carey 
Our group has had a busy year.  Eighteen MVPC Elders 
and Deacons, working in teams of two, have served 
communion to about ten people each month in their 
home or care facility.  This has proven to be an uplifting 
experience for all involved. 

 

If you have been ordained as a Deacon or Elder in this church (or elsewhere), 
and have a heart to serve in this capacity, or wish to learn more about the pro-
gram, please join us for coffee at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall on January 13, 
2018.  We look forward to seeing you. 

Membership Committee by Marion Arciaga 
 

We rejoice in the Lord always and thank Him for 
bringing almost 70 new members to MVPC in 2017. 
He made it possible for our incredible membership 
team to publish and sell more than 800 cookbooks, 
and to create New Member Informational Packets 

containing a Welcome DVD by Pastor David.  The next New Member Orienta-
tion Class will be held in January, 2018. 
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Meetings at 6:30 pm  

on the 2nd Tues.  

of the month  

in Fellowship Hall. 

Jeff Patterson, 

Chair 

702-228-3411 

Stewardship Notes by Jeff  Patterson 

Consider how the Christmas story 
can shed light on our efforts to ac-
cept stewardship as a way of life. 
 

The magi followed the star, bringing 
some of their treasures with them to 
give to the newborn King.  These 
magi didn’t know much about Him.  
They didn’t even know where to find 
Him.  They only had limited 
knowledge, but they knew the ba-
sics: you give a King the best of what 
you have. 
 

 

The shepherds didn’t give their mon-
ey to the King, but they gave their 
time. They knew exactly what was 
happening as their angelic visitors 
revealed it to them. They stopped 
what they were doing and responded 

by going to see. They put aside their 
time for the King. 

Joseph was betrothed to Mary. We 
don’t know much about Joseph, but 
we marvel at how he accepted a 
pregnant fiancée!  He gave up his 
reputation for the soon-to-be-born 
King.  He willingly followed the ways 
of God regardless what the neigh-
bors might think.  God is worth more 
than our reputation. 
 

God shows us the highest form of 
generosity in the Christmas story.  
The most difficult thing to give away 
is whatever is most precious to us.  
This might be a possession, a dream, 
a mate, or a child.  That’s the sacri-
fice God made.  Jesus gave His life, 
but God gave His own precious Son. 
 

Some gave their possessions or their 
time.  Others were asked to give 
much more.  All, other than God 
Himself, gave as a response to God’s 
love, purposes and calling.  During 
these coming weeks we hope to be-
come a small mirror of the generosi-
ty of God.  If you offer more of your 
life back to God, it can radically 
change not only your life, but also 
can change the world. 
 

And thank you to all who returned 

pledge cards as part of 
the Fall Stewardship 
Campaign.  Your com-
mitment provides great 
assistance to the Ses-
sion in preparing the 
budget for 2018.  You 
are welcome to submit 
a pledge card at any 
time.  You may deposit 
your card in the collec-
tion box in the Narthex 
or return it to the 
Church office. 
 

Merry Christmas!! 

Your Stewardship Com-
mittee 

Grocery Program (Note changes) 
Christmas already!!  Your holiday purchases can increase our Mission giving through your 
participation in our Grocery Program: 

1. Smith’s. Smith’s has revamped its program, now called Inspiring Donations, which still 
rebates to the Church a portion of your purchases.  Please update the registration of your Smith’s Reward 
Card number (or phone number) at www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/inspire.  MVPC’s church organization num-
ber is CF673.    After registration, every purchase at Smith’s earns money for the Church. 

2. Albertsons.  Purchase Albertsons gift cards, which are useable at all Albertson ’s affiliated stores 
across the country (including Acme, Jewel, Osco).  Albertson’s gives the Church 5% of all gift cards puchased. 

You can purchase Albertsons gift cards from Jeff Patterson between Sunday morning services or call Jeff at 
228-3411.   YOU CAN NOW MAKE PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD OR VENMO APP 

Thanks to your generosity, MVPC 
continues to show positive cash 
flow through October 2017. 

Actual through Oct. 31, 2017 

Revenues $744,095 

Expenses 700,246 

Net Cash Flow $43,849 
 

Finance Committee by Fred Fukumoto 
 

All contributions received by 

Sunday, December 31, 2017  

will be included on your 2017 giving  statement. 

http://www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/inspire
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Meetings at 4:15 pm  

on the 2nd Mon.  

of the month  

in Room 206 
 

Beth Dworkin 

Committee Chair 

702-804-4794 

baggrimes@cox.net 

Christian Education News by Beth Dworkin 
 

Bookstore:  Connie Petersen wants 
to let you know Christmas is coming at 
the Bookstore. Calendars are in as well 
as other items that would make great 
gifts.  Stop by each Sunday to see what 
she has for great holiday gifts.  
 

Mark Your Calendar: Dec. 3, 2017 at 
4:30 pm in the sanctuary will be the 
children and youth Christmas Program. 
After the program, join Fellowship for 
our annual Christmas dinner.  
 

Women’s Study, Sharing & Caring: 
meets  Tues., Dec. 12th, at 10am for a 
holiday party (last meeting for 2017). 
Call Lynn Palmer 702-242-0120 for info. 
 

American Heritage Girls News:  We 

want to thank everyone in the congre-

gation who bought wreaths from our 

girls on November 12th.  We sold 400 

wreaths this year between online sales, 

church sales, and REI sales.  On De-

cember 16th, our troop will be going to 

the Veteran’s Memorial Cemetery in 

Boulder City to lay wreaths on the 

graves, so thank you again for your 

support. 

Family Ministries News by Chris Kirschman 

Youth Newz  (6th -12th grade) 

Hello MVPC youth friends.  We will be looking at 
various ways to keep CHRIST in CHRISTmas this 
month through lots of great things happening in 
December… 

With joy, here are the things coming up… 

Dec. 3rd Christmas play at 4:30pm.  Please be at 
MVPC at 4pm.  We will then immediately be help-
ing serve at the Christmas dinner, for those of 
you who are interested. And we will wrap up 
around 7:30pm.  Let Chris know if you can help 
and what time you can help at. 

Dec. 8th-10th Retreat to St. George.  Leaving the 
church at 4pm on Friday, back around 1pm on 
Sunday. $20 per person, and bring at 
least $10 extra for dinner.  No youth group that 
Sunday Night.  

Dec. 17th Youth Christmas party 4:30-6pm. 
Bring a white elephant gift. 

Dec. 24th No youth group 

Dec. 31st No youth group 

December birthdays: Colton C Dec 3rd 

Claire L Dec 8th  

Matthew S Dec 26th 

Kids newz (5th grade down) 
Hey there my young friends.  Woo hoo Christmas 
time is coming soon.  Just a quick reminder that 
the Bible tells us that Jesus said that it is better to 
give than to receive.  What an example Jesus was 
of that.  He loves us so much that He gave every-
thing for you.  So keep that in mind this month, 
and that you too can give.  

Here’s a few things happening: 

Dec. 3rd  The big Day to show our love for Jesus! 
No 10am rehearsal.  We will practice during Sun-
day School 10:45am, and then rehearse one last 
time in the Sanctuary following Sunday School. 
We will wrap up around 12:15.  

Dec. 17th  Children’s ministry Christmas party 
11:30-12:45.  

Dec. 24th Christmas Eve Services… 10am, 
5pm, 10pm.  No Sunday school, Only Nursery 
care at 10am service.  We will have Service 
broadcasted throughout building. 

Dec. 31st No Sunday school 

Younger adults (up to 50 years old) U50’s 

U5Os… Younger adults.  With all of the Christmas 
busyness, we will be taking a break this month.  
Be on the lookout for activities in January. 

Alpha Retreat by Tami Samek  
On Saturday, Nov. 4th, approximately 80 people, including many from our Youth Group, 
attended our very first Alpha Retreat.  It was a wonderful day of fellowship, good food and 
learning about The Holy Spirit.  Special thanks to Pastor David, Chris Kirschman, Shane 
Jensen and all the Alpha small group Facilitators.   This Alpha study has been an incredible 
12 weeks of exploring the Christian Faith, and will conclude in the first week of December.  “The one 
thing that unites us is the stories of the people whose lives have been transformed by Jesus Christ.”  
Nicky Gumbel – pioneer of Alpha at HTB Church London. 
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Worship Committee meets 

at 4 pm/1st Mon/212 

Ruth Ann Kennedy 

Committee Chair 

702-243-2024 
 

Membership Committee 

meets at 6 pm/3rd Thurs. 

in Fellowship Hall. 

Marion Arciaga  

Committee Chair 

702-410-5273 

Jane Drake 

Co-chair 

702-448-3152 
 

 Property Committee 

meets at 5pm/3rd 

Wed./206 

 

Human Resources 

Jane Grimes 

Committee Chair 

702-242-0034 
 

Finance Committee 

Fred Fukumoto 

Committee Chair 

702-363-1575 

Isaac Singleton 

Co-Chair 

702-254-6262 
 

Fellowship Committee 

meets at 6 pm/1st Mon.  

in Fellowship Hall 

Marcia Brooks  

Committee Chair 

702-233-6701 

Jane Pratt 

Co-Chair 

702-658-4852 
 

Librarian 

Jan Barry 

702-570-7471 

Fellowship  Committee Christmas Greeting 
 

Men’s Breakfast   You’re invited at 8 am on 

Wed., Dec. 6 to Egg Works at 2025 Village Center Circle.   
Speaker Fred Fukumoto will present information regarding 
tax-advantaged charitable giving to our church and how you 
can reduce your income taxes in the process. 
 

Lunch Bunch by dondi Fahey  
 

Please join the Lunch Bunch at 12:15 pm on Wed., Dec. 13, 2017  
at Khoury’s Mediterranean Restaurant, 9340 W. Sahara Ave., 
Suite 106, Las Vegas.   Please sign up on the notepad in the Narthex All are 
welcome, including significant others and friends outside the church.  Contact 
dondi Fahey at 702-491-3703. 

Pancake Breakfast  - Save the Date 
 

Please join us in Fellowship Hall on Sat., Feb. 10, 2018 
from 8 - 10 am for this annual event sponsored by Men’s 
Fellowship.  The cost is just $5 per person, with a $20 
maximum for families.  Children 5 and under are free.  All 
proceeds will benefit MVPC’s Youth Group. 



 

Deacons by Marilyn Armstrong 

 

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 
Sunday, December 3, deadline for Angel Tree cards to be returned 

Sunday, December 3, Salvation Army Food Bank 
Monday, December 4, Deacon Executive Board Meeting 

Deacon Meeting, Tuesday, December 12, 6 p.m. in Great Room 
Service of Solace, Thursday, December 14, 7:00 p.m. in Sanctuary  

Sunday, December 17, Elder/Deacon Ordination/Installation 

Deacons 

Meetings are held  in 

the Great Room at 6:00 

pm on the 2nd Tues.  of 

the month. 

 

Co-Moderators 

Marilyn Armstrong 

702-233-4516 

Donna Peterson 

702-255-0298  

Secretary/Treasurer 

Nancy Amato 

Scheduling Coordinator 

Dian Ward 

Event Coordinator 

Amy Vanderwerf  

Publicity Coordinator 

Lori Ritter 

Homebound/Hospital 

Coordinator 

Lynne Kuzminski 

Class of 2017 

Nancy Amato 

Marilyn Armstrong 

Loralee Clause 

Darlene Dohany 

Donna Peterson 

Marge Redman 

Delores Singleton 

Mark Washburn 

Class of 2018 

Ted Amato 

Sharon Hughes 

Miriam Malfara 

Barbara Mickelson 

Lynn Palmer 

Lori Ritter 

Class of 2019 

Devon English 

Ron Forret 

Lynne Kuzminski 

JuAnn Miller 

Debra Pick 

Nancy Thomas 

Amy Vanderwerf 

Dian Ward 
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HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING, 
GLORY TO THE NEWBORN KING!!!  
What a glorious time this Advent Sea-
son is as we rejoice in awaiting the 
birth of our Savior.  The Angels an-
nounced his coming with great joy.  
 

THIS CONGREGATION IS FULL OF 
SPECIAL ANGELS celebrating God’s 

great gift to us by 
gifting the less for-
tunate in our com-
munity.  We want 
to thank you for 
your generosity  in 
fulfilling the Angel 
Tree wishes for 
these girls and 
boys.   These gift 

cards will make their Christmas a time 
of Joy.  All cards must be returned by 
Sunday, December 3 at the table 
in the Narthex.   
 

THE SAME DAY, SUNDAY DECEM-
BER 3rd IS SALVATION ARMY 
FOOD BANK DAY!   Brighten 
someone’s Christmas by continuing to 

be the angels you 
are.  Enable the 
less fortunate to 
enjoy this season 
by giving gener-
ously to stock the 
shelves to over-
flowing.  All non-
perishable food 

items and holiday specialities are 
greatly appreciated.  During 2017 you 
have provided over $5000 worth 
of food to the food bank.  You 
surely demonstrate a giving attitude 
and the Deacons extend a huge thanks 
to MVPC members for being year-
round angels. 
 

LAS VENTANAS VISIT—On Tues-
day, December 5th the Deacons 
along with Chris Kirschman will be vis-
iting Las Ventanas as part of our Out-
reach program.  This visit focuses on 
our Youth program and also to bring 
some Christmas cheer to the resi-
dents. 

THE SERVICE OF SOLACE WILL BE 
ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14 AT 
7:00 P.M. IN THE SANCTUARY.  

This service, scheduled by your Dea-
cons, is to  provide comfort for those 
who have lost loved ones during the 
past year. Also, the experience of 
loneliness and sadness can reach oth-
ers who are feeling isolated or rejected 
due to other blows life has given us.  
Please join us in this beautiful contem-
plative worship service of song, read-
ings  and a reflection of God’s hope for 
us and  HIS presence with us through-
out all these times.  We encourage you 
to come and honor your loss, hurt or 
loneliness by lighting a candle of re-
membrance embracing God’s love and 
hope for us all. 
 

GOD  HAS TRULY BLESSED US AS 
MEMBERS HAVE STEPPED UP TO 
SERVE MPVC AS DEACONS.  We are 
pleased that you voted on Sunday, 
November 19 to accept seven new 
Deacons and one returning Deacon 
that serve as an important link to the 
members of the church as well as oth-
er services provided. On Saturday, De-
cember 2, from  9:30-12 there will 
be a new Deacon Orientation held 
in the Chapel.  We are rejoicing in 
these individuals accepting the call to 
serve our Lord and MVPC in these po-
sitions. 
“Jesus is God’s perfect, indescribable 

gift.  The amazing thing is that not 

only are we able to receive this gift, 

but we are able to share it with others 

on Christmas and every other day of 

the year.” 

Joel Osteen 



Looking for a great way for women to 
get together for fun and fellowship?  
We already have several people signed 
up for the monthly Lunch and/or Movie 
small group which will start in January.  
Interested?   

Email barbaram9797@gmail.com or call 
me at 702-728-7239 to get on the list. 
 

The VINE Board has 2 openings: Vice 
President and Historian, (someone 
to take pictures at our functions.)   This 
is an important part of church fellow-
ship, especially for the women who at-
tend MVPC.  Please give some thought 
to serving on the Board in 2018.  We 
meet for approximately one hour on the 
first Thursday of the month at church, 
Sept. thru June, making it a possible fit 
for snowbirds, too! 

 

Sarah Branch 

will meet at DeLois Basnett’s at 6 pm 
on Thursday, Dec. 7. 702-560-1523. 

Ruth Branch 

will meet on Monday, December 11 at 
5 pm for its Christmas potluck supper 
at Lynn Palmer’s home, 2608 Desert 
Sands Dr. 702-242-0120. 

Book Club Leaf 

will meet in Room 210  on Friday, De-
cember 1st to discuss “One Perfect 
Lie” by Lisa  Scottoline. 
 

Jan.-Dream of Orchids by Phyllis A. 
Whitney  

Feb.-The Testament by John Grisham 

Mar.-Before We Were Yours by Lisa 
Wingate   

We welcome all to join us! 

THE VINE WOMEN’S 

GROUP 
Wear Love wherever you go 

Colossians 3:14 
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President 
Barbara Mickelson 

Program Chair 
Sheri Susich 

Recording Sec. 
JuAnn Miller 

Corresponding Sec. 
Nancy Amato 

Treasurer 
Renea Farr 

Historian 
Terri Washburn 

Membership 
Joyce Shore 

Opportunity Table 
Marge Redman 

Publicity 
Jeanette Shillaci 

Catering 
Marcia Brooks 

Decorations 
Mary Borowski 

Greeter/Ambassador 
Martha Flynn 

Advisor 
Andrea Manning 

Ruth Branch 
Jane Pratt 

Sarah Branch 
DeLois Basnett 

Book Club Leaf 
Sharon Brink 

Barbara Mickelson 

702-728-7239 

The VINE Board meets 
at 9:30 am on the 1st 

Thurs. of the month in 
Fellowship Hall 

Book Corner  by Jan Barry  

We are again featuring books recommended in the workbook for the Alpha study. Excellent reads to en-
hance your understanding of the program or your own personal journey. 

The Case for 
Christ: A Jour-
nalist’s Person-
al Investigation 
of the Evidence 
for Jesus, by 
Lee Strobel. Fol-
low the author’s 
spiritual journey 
from atheism to 
faith through 
tough, point-blank questions. 

In The Cross of 
Christ, John R. 
W. Stott, with 
insight and pas-
toral warmth, 
gives a contem-
porary look at 
the meaning of 
the cross and 
what it means 
for us today. 

The Hiding Place. 
This riveting biog-
raphy by Corrie ten 
Bloom, a heroine of 
one of the most 
horrific times in hu-
man history, tells 
the story of how 
faith ultimately tri-
umphs over evil. 

VineChristmas Luncheon 
Sat., Dec. 9,  10:30 a.m.  Doors open 10 am 

Christmas Program by Claire Stryker 

Music provided by MVPC Musicians 

Installation of  
2018 Executive Board Officers 

Tickets ($10) on sale  Dec. 3 
All are welcome 

mailto:barbaram9797@gmail.com
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Health Ministry 

 meets at 6 pm 

1st Thurs.  

in Room 206. 

Launa Ismail,R.N. 

702-254-3137  

Parish Nurse News by Launa Ismail, R.N. 

December is Safe Toys and Gifts Month: The 
following is from a Mayo Clinic publication: 
Consider if the toy you wish to give suits the age 
and individual skills and abilities of the individual 
child who will receive it, especially for infants and 
children under age three. 
 

Please consider the following guidelines for 
choosing safe toys for all ages: 

 Inspect all toys before purchasing. Avoid those 
that shoot or include parts that fly off. The toy 
should have no sharp edges or points and 
should be sturdy enough to withstand impact 
without breaking, being crushed, or being pulled 
apart easily. 

 When purchasing toys for children with special 
needs, try to:  Choose toys that may appeal to 
different senses such as sound, movement, and 
texture; consider interactive toys to allow the 
child to play with others; and think about the 
size of the toy and the position a child would 
need to be in to play with it. Consult the 
“AblePlay” website at http://www.ableplay.org/ 
for more information. 

 Be diligent about inspecting toys your child has 
received. Check them for age, skill level, and 
developmental appropriateness before allowing 
them to be played with. 

 Look for labels that assure you the toys have 
passed a safety inspection – “ATSM” means the 
toy has met the American Society for Testing 
and Materials standards. 

 Gifts of sports equipment should always be ac-
companied by protective gear (give a helmet 
with the skateboard) 

 Keep kids safe from lead in toys by:  Educating 
yourself about lead exposure from toys, symp-
toms of lead poisoning, and what kinds of toys 
have been recalled; being aware that old toys 
may be more likely to contain lead in the paint; 
having your children wash their hands frequent-
ly and calling your doctor if you suspect your 
child has been exposed to lead.  

 Do NOT give toys with small parts (including 
magnets and “button” batteries which can 
cause serious injury or death if ingested) to 
young children as they tend to put things in 
their mouths, increasing the risk of choking. If 
the piece can fit inside a toilet paper roll, it is 
not appropriate for kids under age three. 

 Do NOT give toys with ropes and cords 
[possible strangulation] or heating elements 
[burns] 

 Do NOT give crayons and markers unless they 
are labeled “nontoxic”. 

 

Of course, pay attention to toy recalls! And for any 
child, pay attention to the suggested age appropri-
ateness. A gift which is too advanced for the child 
to really enjoy can cause unnecessary frustration, 
damage self esteem and self worth. 
 

This year, let’s look at our gift giving and try to 
shift our focus away from the excess and consum-
erism that often defines Christmas.  What if we 
followed the tradition of the Three Wise Men, who 
in a show of homage, heralded 
the arrival of the Christ child, the 
King of the Jews, the Messiah, 
our Lord and Savior with just 
one precious gift!  Instead of 
giving more material items, let’s 
be intentional in spending more 
time w ith our kids, teaching 
them the Christmas story, the true meaning 
of Christmas, and the joy of helping oth-
ers.  Along with cookies and milk for Santa, what 
if a Birthday Cake for Jesus took center 
stage?    For other ideas, please consider donating 
to the Heifer Project (see page 12).  
 

God bless us all, and Merry Christmas! 
Launa 

Meet us at the back of Fellowship Hall for your free screening after your 

church service on December 17th.  Remember your wallet card from your 

previous screening.  Nurses from our congregation are volunteering to 

help with the screenings. We look forward to seeing you there!! 

INTERESTED? TELL US! - The signup sheets under this heading in the narthex  are 
there so we can gauge interest in a specific possible group or topic. Our hope is to 
call initial meetings in January 2018. We'll keep you posted. 
 
 

LAS VEGAS NEUROPATHY SUPPORT GROUP (LVNSG):  Barbara Montgomery, of Sun City, will be 
leading this NEW group starting January 18, 2017.  Meetings will be the 3rd Thursday of each month 
from 1PM - 2:30PM in the Chapel. Anyone dealing with neuropathy is welcome, regardless of the root 
cause. Sign up in the Narthex and/or contact Barbara at lvneuropathygroup@gmail.com    

Health Ministry Team News by Launa Ismail, R.N. 

 

http://www.ableplay.org/
mailto:lvneuropathygroup@gmail.com


Volume 27 Issue 12  L.O.A.F.N.—It’s a Lifestyle! Page 9  

 

by Loralee Clause 

Stephen Ministry 

Jane Drake 

702-448-3152 

Melody Edwards-Becker 

702-683-5189 

by Marj Scull by Marj Scull 

“Christ caring for people through people”             

For a child is born to us, a son is given to us.  And the government will rest on his shoulders. These will 
be his royal titles: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,  Prince of Peace.      Isaiah 9:6 

 Stephen Ministry wishes everyone a blessed Christmas and a very happy and healthy New  Year! 

“Thank you” to those who attended our 

“Surviving the Holidays,” presentation as part of 
our GriefShare program, and we hope it proved 
helpful.  Get additional tips at GriefNetLibrary.com 
(copyright permission) to help some of you who 
are already anxious concerning the upcoming holi-
days.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. DECIDE WHAT YOU CAN HANDLE COM-
FORTABLY AND LET FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
KNOW. Can I  handle the responsibility of 
the family dinner, etc. or shall I ask someone 
else to do it? Do I want to talk about my loved 
one or not? Shall I stay here for the holidays or 
go to a completely different environment?  

2. MAKE SOME CHANGES IF THEY FEEL COM-
FORTABLE FOR YOU. Open presents 
Christmas Eve instead of Christmas morning. 
Have dinner at a different time or place. Let the 
children take over decorating the house, the 
tree, baking and food preparation, etc. 

3. RE-EXAMINE YOUR PRIORITIES: GREET-
ING CARDS, HOLIDAY BAKING, DECORAT-
ING, PUTTING UP A TREE, FAMILY DIN-
NER, ETC. Do I  really enjoy doing this? Is 
this a task that can be shared?  

4. CONSIDER DOING SOMETHING SPECIAL 
FOR SOMEONE ELSE. Donate a gift in the 
memory of your loved one. Donate money you 
would have spent on your loved one as a gift to 
charity. Adopt a needy family for the holidays. 
Invite a guest (foreign student, senior citizen) 
to share festivities.  

5. RECOGNIZE YOUR LOVED ONE'S PRES-
ENCE IN THE FAMILY. Burn a special can-
dle to quietly include your loved one. Hang a 
stocking for your loved one in which people can 
put notes with their thoughts or feelings. Listen 
to music especially liked by the deceased. Look 
at photographs.  

6. IF YOU DECIDE TO DO HOLIDAY SHOP-
PING, MAKE A LIST AHEAD OF TIME AND 
KEEP IT HANDY FOR A GOOD DAY, OR 
SHOP THROUGH A CATALOG. 

7. OBSERVE THE HOLIDAYS IN WAYS WHICH 
ARE COMFORTABLE FOR YOU. There is no 
right or wrong way of handling holidays. Once 
you've decided how to observe the time, let 
others know.  

8. TRY TO GET ENOUGH REST -- HOLIDAYS 
CAN BE EMOTIONALLY AND PHYSICALLY 
DRAINING. 

9. ALLOW YOURSELF TO EXPRESS YOUR 
FEELINGS. Holidays often magnify feelings 
of loss. It is natural to feel sadness. Share con-
cerns, apprehensions, feelings with a friend. 
The need for support is often greater during 
holidays.  

10. KEEP IN MIND THAT THE EXPERIENCE OF 
MANY BEREAVED PERSONS IS THAT THEY 
DO COME TO ENJOY HOLIDAYS AGAIN. 
THERE WILL BE OTHER HOLIDAY SEASONS 
TO CELEBRATE. 

11. DON'T BE AFRAID TO HAVE FUN. Laughter 
and joy are not disrespectful. Give yourself and 
your family members permission to celebrate 
and take pleasure in the holidays. 

 

REMEMBER THE “CHRIST” IN CHRISTMAS!! 

 

GriefNetLibrary.com


 

December 2017 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     

 
 

1 
10:30a210/ 
Book Club Leaf 

2 
8:30aGR/AHG 
Event 
9:30aCH/New 
Deacon Orien-
tation 

3 
Salvation Army Food 
Drive  

4:30 p/Children’s 
Pageant 

No Youth Group 

5pFH/Annual Christ-
mas Dinner 

4  
9aFH/Quilters 
10a/Staff Meeting 
4p212/Worship 
6pFH/Fellowship 
7pCH/Gamblers 
 

5  
 

6 
8a/Men’s Breakfast 
10aFH/Pastor’s 
Alpha Study 
1pFH/Bridge 
3:30p206/Missions 
4&5:30pSC/Bells 
5:30pFH/Pastor’s 
Alpha Study 
6p/Financial Peace 
7pSC/Choir 

7 
9:30aFH/Vine Board 
5pSC/Praise Team 
6pm/Sarah Branch 
6p206/Health  
Ministry Team 
6pFH/AHG Pioneers 
and Patriots 

8 
 

9 
9a206/Stephen 
Ministry 
10:30aFH/Vine 
Luncheon & 
Program 

10 
 

11 
9aFH/Quilters 
10a/Staff Meeting 
2pFH/AHG Bd 
4:15p206/CE 
5p/Ruth Branch 
7pCH/Gamblers 
 

12 
10a/Women’s 
Study Holiday 
Party 
11aSC/Nadine Hill 
Memorial Service 
6pGR/Deacons 
6:30p/FH Stew-
ardship 

13 
1pFHBridge 
4&5:30pSC/Bells 
6p/Financial Peace 
7pSC/Choir 

 

14 
4pSC/Praise Team 
6pFH/AHG 
7pSC/Service of 
Solace 

15 
 
 

16 
9aVeterans 
Cemetery/ 
AHG Wreaths 
Across America 

17  
Elder & Deacon  
Installation 

9:30aFH/Blood Pres-
sure Screening 
11:30aGR/Children’s 
Christmas party 
1pSC/Marion Sted-
man Mem Service 
4:30pGR/Youth Grp 
Christmas Party 

18 
9aFH/Quilters 
10a/Staff Meeting 
7pCH/Gamblers 
 

19 
 

20 
1pFH/Bridge 
4&5:30pSC/Bells 
5p206/Property 
6pGR/Session 
7pSC/Choir 
 

21 
5pSC/Praise Team 
6pFH/Membership 
6pFH/AHG Pioneers 
and Patriots 

22 
 

23 
 
 

 

24 
10a Morning Svc 

  5p Candle-lighting 

10p Communion and 
Candle-lighting  

No Youth Group 

  

25 
 

26 
 
 

27 
1pFH/Bridge 
4&5:30pSC/Bells 
7pSC/Choir 
 

28 
5pSC/Praise Team 
6pFH/AHG 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 
ONE SERVICE ONLY 

10am 

No Youth Group 

      

ST. GEORGE 
YOUTH RETREAT  

ST. GEORGE 
YOUTH RETREAT 

Christmas Eve - 3 Services 

10 am 

  5 pm Candle-lighting 

10 pm Communion & Candle-lighting  
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December Birthdays 
12/01 Pat Ernst 12/07 Laura Martin 12/21 Cathleen Borns 

12/01 Derek Reichart 12/07 Evangelina Zambrano 12/21 Cam Camburn 

12/02 Ron Cameron 12/08 Claire Lewis 12/21 Janet Hapner 

12/02 Edward Duris 12/12 Sue Robins 12/25 Alice Higa 

12/02 Carole Heierle 12/16 Dennis Brooks 12/26 Matthew Staresinich (16) 

12/02 Rus Nielsen 12/16 Karla Philippus 12/27 Jason Rivas 

12/03 Brooke Borg 12/17 Kay Keck 12/27 Delores Singleton 

12/03 Colton Cullison (17) 12/17 Ockhee Mackey 12/27 Mary Slater 

12/03 Bradley Shultis 12/19 Bob Hahn 12/28 Peter Hill 

12/03 Linda Stapley 12/19 Carl Olsson 12/30 Jody Brown 

12/04 Bobby Lum 12/20 Rosie Carlisle 12/30 Eva Erickson 

12/07 Selema Ghadhban 12/20 Lindsey Patterson 12/31 Jackie Dawson 

January, 2018 Messenger articles are due by Friday, December 16, 2017. 

Sunday bulletin articles are due at noon on Wednesdays. 

December Anniversaries 
12/13 Buzz and Carla Mossholder 12/24 Lum and Jackie Dawson 

12/14 David and Sandra Gray 12/26 Dale and Lois Heidel 

12/18 Jon and Myrna Hamann 12/26 Bill and Carole Paul 

12/19 Lito and Marion Arciaga 12/28 Jim and Sylvia Rankin 

12/21 Andy and dondi Fahey 12/29 Richard and Melody Becker 

12/21 Felix and Bridge Gaudiel 12/31 Chuck and Ronnilou Kordick 

On October 1, I asked Pastor David for permission to speak to the congregation about the 
Warm Up America program because of my concerns that we hadn’t been receiving the 
usual donations of yarn for this project.  After listening to my explanation of how mem-
bers of our congregation use the donated yarn to knit or crochet 7” x 9” squares  or 63” 
strips, which  I then deliver to Mrs. Claire Stover and her helpers to create quilts for the 
homeless at the Las Vegas Rescue Mission, he granted my request!   
Since that day, my prayers have been answered:  the wool has poured in and you have 
produced approximately 115 7" x 9" squares and 3 strips of 7" x 63".   I thank the Lord with all of my 
heart for everyone who came forward with donations of yarn/funds to make this project a great big suc-
cess again. Well done everyone ! A big thank you to all who have been involved!  Blessings to all, 

Betty Lou Sippel  702-255-3997 

Thank you so much for your prayers, flowers, cards, phone calls and well wishes  during my recent sur-
gery.   You are truly a wonderful, caring church family.  Love, Delores Singleton 

Thank Yous 

We extend our sympathy and prayers to Ray Hill and his family on his wife Nadine’s passing into the 
Church Triumphant on Nov. 22.  Her memorial service will be held at 11am on Tuesday, Dec. 12. 

Milestones  



 
Mountain View Presbyterian Church 
8601 Del Webb Blvd.  
Las Vegas, NV  

Sunday Worship Services 

Traditional at 8:30 am 

Contemporary at 10:30 am 

Email: info@mviewpc.org 

Website  mviewpc.org 

Office Hours  

9a-5p M-Th, 9a-1p Fri 

Phone 702-341-7800 

Fax 702-341-6178 

Pastor 

Rev. David W. Dendy 

PastorDavid@mviewpc.org 
  

Director of Family Ministries 

Chris Kirschman 

Chris@mviewpc.org 
 

Director of Music 

Dr. Mark Wherry 

Mark@mviewpc.org 
 

Coordinator of Instrumental 

Music 

Tim Harvey 

Tim@mviewpc.org 
 

Worship Leader 

Bridgette Foster 

Bridgette@mviewpc.org 
 

Administrative Assistant to 

Pastor David/Pianist 

Shane Jensen 

Shane@mviewpc.org 
 

Parish Nurse 

Launa Ismail 

Launa@mviewpc.org 
 

Tech Assistant 

Tracy Vanderwerf 

Tracy@mviewpc.org 
 

Church Accountant 

Nancy Lee 

Nancy@mviewpc.org 
 

Ministry Coordinator 

Tami Samek 

Tami@mviewpc.org 
 

Facilities Maintenance Mgr 

Mark Washburn 

Markfmm@mviewpc.org 
 

Nursery Attendant 

Margarita Guiliani 

On Sunday morn-
ings, check in with 
Facebook and  tell 

your friends 
you’re here. 

Get our church app 

MVPC-Las Vegas  

Available from 
Google Play Store  

     

NO THANKS!! YES, PLEASE!! 

Meetings at 3:30 pm  

on the 1st Wed.  

of the month  

in Room 206. 

Susan Paddock,  

Chair 

702-496-1280 

 

ADVENT CONSPIRACY 

For the past two years Mountain View 
has been part of a worldwide conspir-
acy…the Advent Conspiracy.  Begun 
in 2006 by five pastors, this global 
movement encourages us to move 
away from a culture of consumerism, 
to live and give more simply and 
meaningfully during the advent sea-
son.  The four principles of this con-
spiracy are: 

1.  Worship fully: Direct our worship 
toward Jesus, not toward shopping, 
parties, money. 

2.  Spend less: Buy less on things 
that do not matter and give away 
what we would have spent to help 
the poor around the world. 

3.  Give more: Give of what we save.  
God will multiply it. 

4.  Love all: Tell the true story of 
Christmas by sharing love. 

MVPC suggests 2 ways in which we 
can participate in the Advent Con-
spiracy.   

The first is through Heifer Interna-
tional, to whom we have donated 
$15,000 in each of the past two 

years to provide agricultural sup-
plies and animals to poor families 
around the world (including our 
country). $20 buys a flock of chick-
ens, $30 a hive of bees, or $60 
tree seedlings.  Or think bigger – a 
pig, goat or sheep for $120; a wa-
ter pump for $150; or a school of 
fish for $300.  There are also op-
portunities to provide yarn for knit-
ting, send a girl to school, or buy a 
stove. Heifer Foundation provides 
these in order to create self-reliant 
families which are able to put food 
on the table and earn money for 
clean water, medicine, school and 
safer homes. 

The second way to participate in 
the Advent Conspiracy is by giving 
to the Joy Offering, a national Pres-
byterian church offering that helps 
current and retired church workers 
in their time of need, and Presby-
terian-related racial ethnic schools 
and colleges.  Envelopes are in the 
pews, or simply indicate “Joy” on 
your donation. 

Give a flock of chickens instead of 
yet another toy or sweater to that 
grandchild or relative.  You’ll be 
surprised at their delight. Let’s all 
be a part of the Advent Conspiracy. 

Mission Committee in Action by Susan Paddock 

CALENDAR REMINDERS 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES AT 10 am, 5 pm, and 10 pm 

NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICE AT 10 am only 


