
MVPC—Growing in Christ ...Sharing His Light 
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Save The Date:  Sunday – July 16th – Don’t miss my dear friend Father William 
(Bill) Miller from Covington, Louisiana, as MVPC is the last stop on his “WiliWili 
Nelson Howlelujah Book Tour”.  He will be preaching at both services that morning 
and speaking at our 5:30 pm dinner that same night. Read more on page 7. 
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 Change by Pastor David W. Dendy 

Is “Change” a four letter word for 
you? 

For some people it is. For some peo-
ple it is not. 

 

I remember  arriving in North Caroli-
na for college as an eighteen year old 
freshman in the fall of 1981 all the 
way from Southern California. Talk 
about a cultural shock and change!! 

 

The question I received most often as 
a sunglass wearing, Frisbee throwing 
kid from the O.C. (Orange County) 
was, “What is the main difference be-
tween Southern California and the 
Deep South?” 

 

Outside of the obvious, it took a while 
to come up with what I felt would be 
an adequate answer which would ad-
dress the foundation of the question 
and not just the facade. 

 

My standard answer became, “In the 
Deep South, people find security in 
tradition, things not changing. In 
Southern California, people find secu-
rity in change. If things aren’t chang-
ing in California, people get a little 
nervous.” 

 

In the United States of America, the 
month of July represents “Change.” 
Two hundred and forty-one years ago 
we went from being “dependent” to 
being “independent.” What a change 
it was and what a change it continues 
to be as we are ever evolving from 
that providential date of  July 4, 
1776.  

On April 1, 2015 my tenure as Pastor 
began at MVPC. I remembering think-
ing, “What type of changes will MVPC 
experience in the future?” 

 

Well…. 
We have been through a lot! 

 

I know change can be very unsettling 
for any organization, especially the 
Church.  And yet, MVPC has weath-
ered the shifting patterns of change 
with remarkable patience, embrace 
and acceptance.  

 

As the Pastor, I would like to say, 
“Thank you! Thank you for not staging 
revolts, rushing the stage on Sunday 
morning or setting my car on fire! Alt-
hough someone did put “New England 
Patriots” magnet stickers on my car on 
Super Bowl Sunday!!  

 

Thank you for being the loving, open, 
caring congregation which awaits 
God’s call on our collective life as the 
body of Christ to evolve, reform and 
be shaped into the church God desires 
us to be! More changes to come I am 
sure… 

 

Inside this edition you will see a list of 
changes which have taken place since 
April 2015 found on pages 8 and 9. 

 
Laugh often and Fear not! 
David! 
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Session 

Meetings are held 

in the Great Room 

at 7 pm on the 4th 

Wednesday of the 

month. 

 

Clerk of Session 

Jeff Patterson 

702-228-3411 

 

Class of 2017 

Marion Arciaga 

Marcia Brooks 

Beth Dworkin 

Bonnie Moore 

Jeff Patterson 

 

Class of 2018 

Allan Clark 

Jane Drake 

Jane Grimes 

Ruth Ann Kennedy 

Susan Paddock 

 

Class of 2019 

Fred Fukumoto 

Andrew Patterson 

Isaac Singleton 

Claire Stryker 

June 21, 2017 Session Meeting Highlights by Jeffrey D. Patterson, Clerk of  Session 
The Session started the meeting with 

a “mid-year check-up.”  Some 
items noted were: 
a) new members and confirmation 
class,  
b) many new faces visiting and 
attending,  
c) solid attendance numbers, 
d) increased effort on part of con-
gregation to greet visitors, 
e) the Welcome Center helps  
disseminate information and acts 
as a meeting place,  
f) positive feedback regarding 
staff,  
g) Session/Deacon, Staff retreat in 
May very well received. 

 
The Nominating Committee elected at 
the Congregational meeting on June 
11 has already met.  Anyone interest-
ed in a position as a Deacon or Elder 
should contact Bonnie Moore. 
 
The Deacons are planning visitations 
to area assisted living facilities follow-
ing the very successful visitation to 
Las Ventanas.  The Deacons are also 
working with the Stephen Ministers on 
the Service of Solace held in Decem-
ber. 
 
The Session voted to approve the re-
quest from the Nevada Presbytery to 
hold the Spring Presbytery meeting at 
MVPC. 
 
The Finance Committee reported that 
an audit of the Church financial rec-
ords began June 21 by the accounting 
firm of Piercy, Bowler, Taylor and 
Kern.  The Finance Committee report-
ed that MVPC’s annual electric costs 
have dropped by half following the 
installation of the solar electric sys-
tem.  The Finance Committee recom-
mended, and Session approved, pay-

ment for $5,000 in new equipment for 
the audio/visual system be made from 
the unrestricted gift by Beverly Dicker-
son in honor of her late husband, Don-
ald Dickerson. 
 
The Membership Committee reported 
the new Church cookbook, “Laugh Of-
ten, Fear Not and Eat Well,” will arrive 
in August.  The Committee will sponsor 
“Bite of MVPC” on September 9, fea-
turing selections from the cookbook.  
Proceeds will benefit Christian Educa-
tion. 
 
The Mission Committee reported that it 
is working with Westminster Presby-
terian Church on a tutoring program as 
part of the Committee’s focus on fami-
lies and education.  The Committee 
also recommended, and Session ap-
proved, support for the First Thai-Lao 
Presbyterian, currently meeting at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church.  
First Thai-Lao is part of the Nevada 
Presbytery new church development 
program. 
 
The Worship Committee reported it is 
looking to put together teams of Elders 
and Deacons, both serving and non-
serving, to provide communion service 
on each first Sunday.  All interested 
persons should contact Ruth Ann Ken-
nedy. 
 
Next Session meeting is scheduled for 
July 26, 2017 at 6:00 p.m.   
 
If you have any questions or concerns 
to share with Session, please contact 
an Elder.  On Sunday mornings you 
can spot Elders by their blue name-
tags. 
 
Jeffrey D. Patterson, Clerk of Session 

Finance Committee by Fred Fukumoto 

Thanks to your generosity, MVPC 
continues to show positive cash 
flow through May 2017. 

Actual through May 31, 2017 

Revenues $345,591 

Expenses 307,715 

Net Cash Flow $37,876  
 

3 Methods of Giving (in addition to 
cash and checks) 

• Recurring Credit Card Donations - 
Fill out an authorization form at church 
and put it in the offering plate. 

• Create an account at mviewpc.org/give-2 
to charge your payment.  

• Download the VENMO app, create an ac-
count, donate to @MViewPC.   

mviewpc,org/give-2
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Meetings are held 

at 6:30 pm  

on the 2nd Tues.  

of the month  

in Fellowship Hall. 

Jeff Patterson, 

Chair 

702-228-3411 

Support the Grocery Program  
Your summer celebrations can turn into cash for MVPC mission projects through 
your participation in our Grocery Program: 

1. Smith’s. Smith’s will rebate to the Church a portion of your purchases through 
its Community Rewards program. Register your Smith’s Reward Card number (or 
phone number) at www.smithscommunityrewards.com.  The Church’s registration 
number is 77810.  After registration, every purchase at Smith’s earns money for the Church. 

2. Albertsons.  Purchase Albertsons gift cards, which are useable at all Albertson’s affiliated stores across 
the country (including Acme, Jewel, Osco).  Albertson’s gives the Church 5% of all gift cards purchased. 

You can purchase Albertsons gift cards from Jeff Patterson between Sunday morning services or call Jeff 
at 228-3411.   YOU CAN NOW MAKE PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD OR VENMO APP 

Stewardship Notes by Jeff  Patterson 

Generosity is a matter of action, in-
tentions, and heart.  One way to de-
scribe it is the grateful outpouring of 
gifts to others, out of our love for 
God.  Outpouring is a terrific descrip-
tion, since the priceless treasure of 
the gospel (and all the gifts of cove-
nant, relationship, and life that go 
with it) comes from God and is meant 
to be poured out, through our living, 
upon others.  Paul states this directly 
in 2 Corinthians 4:5-7, when he says, 
"We have this treasure in clay jars, so 
that it may be made clear that this 
extraordinary power belongs to God 
and does not come from us." 
Whether for fancy purposes or every-
day usage, the "unadorned pots of 

our daily lives" highlight the fact that 
all of who we are and what we 
have comes from God and is to be 
used for God's purposes.  God can 
use our uniqueness, even our limita-
tions, weaknesses and eccentricities, 
to communicate God's powerful 
presence and love. 
Generous living is not just about giv-
ing money, or even just about giv-
ing. It has to do with the whole of 
who we are and how we care for 
our neighbors (see Mark 12:28-
31). Each of us brings our heart, 
mind, soul, and strength. The Old 
Testament word for "heart" is literal-
ly the leaning or thrust of our lives. 
We might call it our lifestyle or non-

verbal witness. In other 
words, it is how we 
steward 100 percent of 
our lives, not just the 
"religious" sector or the 
percentage we give 
away. We lead steward-
ship by nurturing gen-
erous living in our per-
sonal lives and in our 
life together as part of 
our congregation and 
Christ's interconnected, 
connectional church. 
Nurturing generous liv-
ing in every aspect of 
our life together before 
God -- now that's great 
stewardship! 
 
Your Stewardship Com-
mittee 

Worship Committee 
If you have been ordained as an elder or deacon (in this church or a different one) the Worship Commit-
tee needs your help.  Teams are being formed to serve communion on a quarterly basis (4 times per 
year).  Please contact Ruth Ann Kennedy rakennedy528@gmail.com or call 702-243-2024 for details. 

http://www.smithscommunityrewards.com
mailto:rakennedy528@gmail.com
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Meetings are held  

at 4:15 pm  

on the 1st Mon.  

of the month  

in Room 206 
 

Beth Dworkin 

Committee Chair 

702-804-4794 

baggrimes@cox.net 

Rob Hybarger 

Co-chair 

702-240-2052 

Christian Education News by Beth Dworkin 

Family  Ministries News  by Chris Kirschman 

 

Don’t forget to visit Growing in Christ 
Bookstore. Look for the sign outside the 
Sanctuary. The bookstore is constantly 
getting new products, so stop by and 
check out what we have.  
 
Women’s Study, Sharing & Caring: 
During the summer,  meetings on the 
2nd and 4th Tuesday at 10am in Room 
206. 
 
Pastor David’s Wednesday Bible 
Study will resume in the Fall. 
 

VBS:  This year, we  averaged 45 

kids in attendance each day.  We 

would like to 

thank all the 

adult and youth 

volunteers who 

stepped up to 

help us make 

this a successful 

and fun  

Vacation Bible School this year.  

Without their help, we could not have 

done it.   

VBS Summation 

We are so grateful for a great VBS this year.  We 
were close to about 45 kids each day, some who 
we see each week, some who we've seen at past 
VBS classes, and some for whom it was their first 
time in the door.  We learned that with God's 
help, we are heroes who have: heart, courage, 
wisdom, hope and power.  A great lesson and re-
minder for all of us. So thankful for the support 
and help of over 35 volunteers to make it a suc-
cess.  Couldn't have done it without them. 

Kids newz (5th grade down) 
Children’s ministry:   Howdy little buckaroos.  Hope 
your summer is going well so far.  Don't forget we 
still have Sunday School, though we will be all to-
gether, following the Kid’s Konnection in the 10:30 
service. Check out what else we are doing: 
 
July 6th 6-7pm Kids and Middle School Jump time 
at Gravady. 
 
July 20th Family Night at the park.  Mountain Crest 
park (Durango/Lone Mnt) 6-8pm. Bring your own 
dinner, or eat before you come.  Games to play and 
Splash pad to cool off in. 
 
July 25th Wet N Wild trip. 9:45am-7:30pm. Youth 

group and children. 

Younger adults (up to 50 years old) 
U5O’s:  

Hello Younger adult friends,  

We are planning on meeting July 16th and 30th  for 
Bible study.  We will continue studying on the book 
of Revelation. So come join us at MVPC upstairs from 
11:45am-1:15pm, and bring your Bible.  
 
Fore!  Let's go mini golfing on Wed July 19th! Meet 
at King Putt indoor mini golf at 6:30 pm.  Then we'll 
grab some FroYo (frozen yogurt) at yogurtland.  
We'll be all done at 8:30.  
  

  Youth Newz  (6th -12th grade) 

*Youth group and youth activities are for those 
starting 6th grade in the fall thru 2017 high school 
graduates. 
*High school events/trips are for those who  are 
starting 9th grade in the fall thru 2017 high school 
graduates. 
*Middle school events are for those who are 
starting 6th, 7th, or 8th grade in the fall.  
 
Hey Youth group posse.  Here are the plans for this 
month: 
 
July 2nd 4:30pm-6pm Youth group summer study 

July 6th Middle school and Children's Jump time at 

Gravady. 6-7pm. 

July 9th - July 14th High school mission trip 

July 9th and July 16th NO youth group  

July 23rd Swim party at the Klingenbergs, 2-5pm. 

Bring a snack to share. Families of youth are wel-

come too.  

July 25th Wet N Wild trip. 9:45am-7:30pm. Youth 

group and children. 

July 30th High School Mission Report during Wor-
ship, no youth group meeting. 
 
July 31st Youth group mini golf 1-3pm. $7.50 per 

person. Eat lunch before you come. Looking for an-

other chaperone.  

Aug 8th— Lego Batman movie at Texas station $1 
per ticket. Bring more money if you want snacks. 
Meet at Texas Station, movie starts at 10 am.  If 
you need a ride meet at MVPC at 9:30, we'll be 
back at 12:30  For youth group and children.  
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by Loralee Clause 

Stephen 

Ministry 

Jane Drake 

702-448-3152 

Melody 

Edwards-Becker 

702-363-8820 

by Marj Scull by Marj Scull 

“Christ caring for people through people”             

People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?” One way to put it is 

that Stephen Ministers are the After People. 

Stephen Ministers are there: 

. . . after the phone call you hoped you’d never get 

 . . . after the funeral, when everyone has left and the  

emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing in on you. 

. . . after the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out of your life. 

. . . after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.” 

. . . after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to  

your new home.”  

 . . . after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the house 

 suddenly seems empty 

 . . . after the gavel comes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is  

led away. 

 . . . after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever  

dreamed possible. 

 . . . after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck. 

 . . . after your family and friends have heard your 

 story one too many times, but you still need 

                            to talk it out. 

Stephen Ministers: The After People 



 

Deacons by Marilyn Armstrong 

 
DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

 

Sunday, July 9, Salvation Army Food Bank  
Deacon Board Meeting, Monday, July 17, 3:30 p.m. 

Next Deacon Meeting, Tuesday, Aug. 8, 6:00 p.m. in Great Room 
 

Deacons 

Meetings are held  in 

the Great Room at 6:00 

pm on the 2nd Tues.  of 

the month. 

 

Co-Moderators 

Marilyn Armstrong 

702-233-4516 

Donna Peterson 

702-255-0298  

Secretary/Treasurer 

Nancy Amato 

Scheduling Coordinator 

Dian Ward 

Event Coordinator 

Amy Vanderwerf  

Publicity Coordinator 

Lori Ritter 

Homebound/Hospital 

Coordinator 

Lynne Kuzminski 

Class of 2017 

Nancy Amato 

Marilyn Armstrong 

Loralee Clause 

Darlene Dohany 

Donna Peterson 

Marge Redman 

Delores Singleton 

Mark Washburn 

Class of 2018 

Ted Amato 

Dennis Brooks 

Sharon Hughes 

Miriam Malfara 

Bill Manning 

Barbara Mickelson 

Lynn Palmer 

Laurie Ritter 

Nell Wilson 

Class of 2019 

Devon English 

Ron Forret 

Lynne Kuzminski 

JuAnn Miller 

Debra Pick 

Nancy Thomas 

Amy Vanderwerf 

Dian Ward 
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UNBELIEVABLE……we have 
reached the second half of 2017 
already.  Although  the  
Deacons do not meet during the 
months of June and July, be assured 
they are continuing to keep in touch 
with you.  Sometimes your Deacon 
may be on vacation but each one has 
a buddy to cover for them during 
these times.  Also, we are busy plan-
ning for the remainder of the events 
for 2017.  These include an event with 
Christian Education in October or No-
vember, the Angel Tree in November/
December and Service of Solace in De-
cember.  We are pleased that Stephen 
Ministry will be joining us in planning 
this event. Also, we will be working 
with Worship Committee on a special 
event for World Wide Communion 
Sunday. 
 
SPEAKING OF COMMUNION….Did 
you know that Communion prepa-
ration is the responsibility of  
Deacons?  

Each month it takes 10 Deacons to 
prepare Communion as well as other 
volunteers to buy and cut the bread, 
buy the juice and other supplies.  In 
total, it takes two days and 7-8 hours 
of time to not only prepare for two dif-
ferent Communions monthly but also 
clean up, maintain and store the items 
used.  There are also other special ser-
vices which include Communion that 
we also prepare. We work hand in 
hand with the Worship Committee in 
planning these events. 
  

SALVATION ARMY FOOD BANK 
DAY WILL BE SUNDAY, JULY 9 due 
to the holiday weekend.  In the 

summer, 
kids do not 
have ac-
cess to 
school 
lunch pro-
grams so 
there is an 
even 
greater 
need for 
food.   

Daily staples—cereal, tuna, canned 
fruit, peanut butter,  are always great 
choices. Whatever you choose is just 
fine.  You are such a generous congre-
gation and based on the Salvation Ar-
my receipts, you donate about $450 
worth of food each month. Apprecia-
tion abounds for your care of those 
less fortunate in our community.  
 
“THESE DAYS” FOR JULY-
SEPTEMBER are now available.  
These devotional booklets are supplied 
by the Deacons and are available in 
the Narthex.  We have added to the 
number of copies available so we 
should not run out this quarter. 
 
STOP BY OUR DEACON BULLETIN 
BOARD this month and see our 
Flower Team – Lynn, Jan and Lynne. 
Their pictures and some of their flower 
arrangements are featured on July’s 
Bulletin Board. Everyone is always 
glad to see them, especially with those 
beautifully arranged flowers. 
 
TED AMATO WAS ELECTED AS THE 
DEACON REPRESENTATIVE to the 
MVPC Nominating Committee at a  
recent Congregational Meeting.  

 

GRATITUDE is thanking God AFTER 

He does it. 

FAITH is thanking God BEFORE He 

does it.” 

               —Mark Batterson 



Last Howlelujah Book Tour  

L.O.A.F.N.—It’s a Lifestyle! Page 7  Volume 27 Issue 7  

YOU’RE INVITED 
ON SUNDAY, JULY 16 AT 5:30 PM 

‘LAST HOWLELUJAH TOUR’ DINNER 

SPECIAL GUESTS 

FATHER BILL MILLER AND ‘WILI’ 

SHARE TALES (TAILS?) AND SPIRITUAL INSIGHTS 

ABOUT RESCUE CRITTERS 

FREE WILL OFFERING TO BENEFIT 

ANIMAL FOUNDATION—LAS VEGAS 

 

Father William “Bill” Miller is a man of many roles. 
He’s a teacher, motivational speaker, author, former 
co-owner of a bar, founder of various jazz fests with 
a ‘soulful’ purpose,  and rector of Christ Episcopal 
Church of Covington, Louisiana.  He and Nawiliwili 
‘Wili’ Nelson, his  12-year-old terrier mix, are 
em”barking” on a book tour in July with MVPC as 
their final stop. 
 
While serving at a church on the island of Kauai a 
decade ago, Father Bill adopted ‘Wili’ from a shelter.  
They later moved to Louisiana and last November, 
Wili was diagnosed with cancer and given just three 
months to live.  The Last Howlelujah Tour is a 
“barket list” for both while they are also raising 
awareness and money for local rescue facilities 
along the way.  Animal Foundation—Las Vegas will 
be the beneficiary of funds derived from the free will 
offering at our July 16 dinner.   
 
States Father Bill, “For me, dogs are God’s best 
work.  I can’t imagine any other being that is so ca-
pable of communicating absolute love, absolute af-
firmation and the unlimited capacity for forgiveness. 
 

My life would not be nearly as meaningful and joy-
ful and complete without the relationship I share 
with my animals.” 
 
On this tour, we will hear their favorite stories 
about the connection between critters and their 
humans, in addition to stories about the family’s 
other rescue dogs, Sinbad and Lili.  Father Bill will 
autograph copies of his two books — “The Gospel 
According to Sam,” a collection of animal stories 
for the soul, featuring Sam, who, as a puppy, was 
almost killed in a fire.   He was rescued by neigh-
bors and lost his ears, and became known as the 
Fearless, Earless Airedale;  
 
and  
“The Beer Drinker’s Guide to God: The Whole and 
Holy Truth about Lager, Loving and Living,” a col-
lection of stories which opens our minds to the glo-
ry of God and our mouths to some of God’s more 
delicious creations.  It’s  a smart, hilarious book for 
those thirsting for God’s truth.  
 
Come meet ’Wili’, this amazing creature of God, 
who will be giving “pawagraphs.  After undergoing 
surgery and chemo, he is currently being treated 
with Chinese herbs and eating a diet of ground tur-
key and vegetables.  Eight months after his original 
diagnosis, he still likes to go on walks, play fetch in 
the backyard, and has a healthy appetite.  ‘Wili’ 
also enjoys road trips, so it’s just going to be the 
two of them in a Honda CRV with the back seat 
folded down to make a comfortable resting area for 
Wili.  There’s no return itinerary, the better to let 
Father Bill and Wili enjoy each other’s company 
without having to be on schedule.    

Read more at http://www.fatherbill.net/ 
 

http://www.fatherbill.net/
https://www.amazon.com/Beer-Drinkers-Guide-God-Loving/dp/1476738645
https://www.amazon.com/Gospel-According-Sam-Animal-Stories/dp/1596270179/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_14_img_0?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=07PMQFSAM97RG15DPRWH
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Worship 

Call to Action section in bulletin. 

Celebrate birthday's and anniversaries during Worship 

Implemented Kids check-in for Sunday School Classes 

Kids bulletin 

New Contemporary Service 

New Praise Worship Leader 

New Sound System 

New worship software (Pro-Presenter) 

Power Point Announcement slides prior to service 

Praise Band 

Updated bulletin format 

Weekly Kids Konnection sermon at both services 

Weekly Prayer Sheet 

3 services on Christmas Eve 

2 services on Good Friday 
 

Communication 

Bereavement Manual updated 

Church App for Mobile Phones, Tablets... 

Created Van policy 

Digitize member application project scheduled for this summer 

Digitized all available meeting minutes 

Digitized church calendar 

Facebook page 

Held first Elder/Deacon/Staff retreat 

Held first Staff retreat 

L.O.A.F.N. Catch Phrase  (Laugh Often and Fear Not) 

Pastor sending personal birthday and anniversary cards 

Policy/Procedure Manual updated 

Significantly reduced postage cost for The Messenger - emailing to members 

Switched from Century Link to Cox for Internet and Phone services 

The Messenger newsletter now online 

Thursday's Thoughts 

Twitter 

Updated facilities procedure 

Updated membership application 

Website 

Weekly Staff meetings 
 

Groups/Services 

Additional Deacons to serve congregation 

American Heritage Girls Troop started 

Assisted Living visitation program by Deacons 

Health Ministry - Parish Nurse 

Ministry Coordinator 

New flower distribution program for shut-ins/hospitalized members by Deacons 

U50's Group started (Uner 50 year old group) 
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Property  

New 15 passenger church van w/signage  

New carpet installed in the Educational Wing (2nd floor-Fellowship Hall)  

New handicap accessible Dodge  van  

New LED lights  

New security cameras  

New Signage (exterior and interior)  

New Thermostats  

Office Update - paint, pictures, reception area  

Sanctuary remodeling plan developed  

Spotlight added in Sanctuary  

Welcome Center created  

  

Financial/Accounting  

Adhering to GAAP (Generally Accepted Accounting Principles)  

Annual Financial audits implemented  

Breeze- Church member database with online and mobile access  

Church Financial audit completed  

Credit Card Kiosk  

Now offer members 24/7 electronic access to their contribution record  

Online registration and payment system for 2017's Vacation Bible School  

VENMO implemented  

  

Missions  

Advent Conspiracy Worship Fully, Spend Less, Give More, Love All  

Supporting full-time Missionary—The Rev. Dr. Fred Foy Strang (Kenya)  

  

Branding/Marketing Tools  

Welcome Center created  

L.O.A.F.N. Balloons  

L.O.A.F.N. Window Clings  

Laugh Often, Fear Not and Eat Well Cookbook  

LAUGH OFTEN and FEAR NOT Wristbands  

New church logo  

Tumblers and Mugs  

2x2 Invite Cards  

Guest Welcome Packets - will be available in July 2017  

  

Membership  

  

2015 New Members 45 

2016 New Members 43 

2017 (Jan-May) New Members 26 

2017 Confirmands 8 

 122 
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Start Spreading the News... 
Frank Sinatra sang those words and put the spotlight on New York, New York.  We can 
do the same for MVPC by following Pastor David’s suggestion to take our L.O.A.F.N. 
(Laugh Often and Fear Not)  
wristbands with us on our summer journeys.  Please share/send a picture of yourself 
with your wristband to tracy@mviewpc.org or share photos on MVPC’s Facebook page:   
https://www.facebook.com/Mountain-View-Presbyterian-Church-121101197904443/ 
 
Please indicate the location, in order that we can track how far and wide the L.O.A.F.N. 
message has been spread.  Thank you and happy trails to you! 
 
If you don’t already have a wristband, please stop by our Welcome Center and get one! 

Getting to Know the Staff of MVPC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

    

    

Pastor  

David W. Dendy 

Worship Leader 

Bridgette Foster 

Coordinator of 

Instrumental Music 

Tim Harvey 

Parish Nurse 

Launa Ismail 

Administrative 

 Asst. to Pastor 

Shane Jensen 

Director of 

 Family Ministries 

Chris Kirschman 

Nursery Attendant 

Margarita Guiliani 

Church Accountant 

Nancy Lee 
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aspirin, and insect bite relief swabs are a good 
start. If sunburn does happen, Aloe quickly 
relieves the pain, and moisturizes the skin.  

SPORTS – Yes, I know that those safety helmets 
and other protective gear are hot and uncom-
fortable in the Vegas heat. USE THEM ANY-
WAY!! Rest as needed. You can’t (and should-
n’t) do as much strenuous activity in summer 
heat as you do in cooler weather. This goes for 
kids, too. PARENTS, you will need to make 
them stop, rest, and drink. Children may keep 
on going, insisting that they are fine, until they 
end up with heat exhaustion or worse, heat 
stroke. See http://www.myhealthyfeeling.com/
heat-stroke-symptoms-heat-stroke-vs-heat-
exhaustion/ for signs and symptoms.  

PETS – If the sidewalk is too hot for you to walk 
in your bare feet, it is TOO HOT for your 
pet’s paws! They can actually become blis-
tered. That can lead to not only pain for your 
pet, but possibly infection and Vet bills for you. 
Watch pets for signs of heat exhaustion/
stroke, also. Be sure they have plenty of COOL 
water to drink. If you have pets that live main-
ly indoors, don’t keep them outdoors in the 
heat for long periods of time, even in the 
shade. And, protect them from Fireworks. The 
noise and the smells frighten dogs; some will 
run away, others may actually get ear dam-
age. 

FIREWORKS – Yes. Again. Accident prevention 
just seems like common sense to me, but an-
nually there are so many accidents, it amazes 
me. Watch your children. Don’t do stupid 
things, like playing with fire-
works after you have had too 
much alcohol to drink! See the 
National Council on Fireworks 
Safety http://
www.fireworkssafety.org/ to 
learn more. 

GRILLING AND CAMPFIRES – Al-
ways attend your grill or fire. 
Watch children and pets around 
any fire. Have a bucket of water or a hose 
handy, just in case. Sparks and embers are 
dangerous to ALL living things, and can start 
wildfires. Be careful! 

 
I’ve tried to hit the highlights. But the most important 
safety advice I can give you is this.  Always ask Jesus 
to be with you, to be your guide, shield and protec-
tion. Remember to:  “Give thanks with a grateful 
heart, Give thanks to the Holy One…” In all things and 
at all times, sing His praises. Hear this beautiful and 
moving song done by Don Moen at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KMTmZKotTYw 

Enjoy a Blessed and Safe Summer!  

The Bible tells us,  “ To every thing there is a season, 
and a time to every purpose under the heaven…”    

                                                                                                                             
Ecclesiastes 3:1 (KJV) 

And this season is SUMMER!!  
It is our season to relax, enjoy summer activities and 
family and friends, and maybe travel… or enjoy our 
very own “Porch-ville (AKA Patio-ville) USA”! While we 
are doing these things, it is also time to pay attention 
to Summer Safety, and to our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Yes, they go hand in hand. 
 
Summer Safety Tips: you’ve heard them before, but 
repetition doesn’t hurt. 

SUN – Stay out of it during the hottest hours of 
the day; seek shade, wear hats, protective 
clothing and sunscreen. Using an umbrella for 
shade is becoming more popular – have you 
noticed? Hydrate – WATER is your friend.  

While you are sitting in the air condition-
ing, it is the perfect time to read your Bible, 
watch a religious documentary on TV, read an 
inspirational book (or use audio books). Talk 
with your children about Bible stories, how to 
pray, and keep the Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
a real part of their and your day. 

CARS – DO NOT Leave children or pets in hot 
cars, EVER!! In addition, try to park in the 
shade, and use a windshield sunscreen.  
Leather seats, windshields and door handles 
get hot enough to burn you. Some people keep 
a glove or potholder in their pocket/purse to 
protect their hands from hot metal. ALWAYS 
keep a supply of drinking water in a cooler 
container in your car. You never know when 
that short drive can be interrupted by a break-
down of your car, and leave you in a perilous 
situation without water! Be careful driving 
when the sun can make it difficult to see. 
Keeping a hat with a brim or a visor in the car 
can be a lifesaver. 

WATER FUN – have fun, but be smart about it. 
Remember to apply, and re-
apply sunscreen! The sun’s rays 
bouncing off that cooling water 
can do serious damage to your 
skin. Keep babies and toddlers 
in the shade, put hats on them, 
and STILL use baby-safe sun-
screen.  Remember that little 
ones need to hydrate, as well. 

Avoid the sugary and carbonated drinks and 
give the kids water! Kids like to suck/chew on 
ice. That’s a safe way to be refreshed; even if 
swallowed, it melts! Remember the life pre-
servers (on everyone) when boating, and the 
safety floats in the pool for the kiddos that 
can’t swim. Adults, keep your eyes on your 
kids at all times! Please don’t trust that the 
life guards will see and take care of every-
thing.  

FIRST AID - It’s always a good idea to keep some 
basic first aid items handy, either a purchased 
kit, or one you make yourself. Some Band-
Aids, antiseptic spray and antibiotic ointment, 

Health Ministry 

 meets at 6 pm 

1st Thurs.  

in Room 206. 

Launa Ismail,R.N. 

702-254-3137  

Parish Nurse Message by Launa Ismail, R.N. 

http://www.myhealthyfeeling.com/heat-stroke-symptoms-heat-stroke-vs-heat-exhaustion/
http://www.myhealthyfeeling.com/heat-stroke-symptoms-heat-stroke-vs-heat-exhaustion/
http://www.myhealthyfeeling.com/heat-stroke-symptoms-heat-stroke-vs-heat-exhaustion/
http://www.fireworkssafety.org/
http://www.fireworkssafety.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KMTmZKotTYw


 

I am the Vine, you are the branch-
es….Those who abide in me and I 
in them bear much fruit because 

apart from me you can do nothing.                 
John 15:5 

Do you have an idea for a women’s 
small group?  
 

In an excerpt from “Community 101”, 
Dr. Gilbert Bilezikan writes: 
 

“It is in small groups that people can 
get close enough to know each other, 
to care and share, to challenge and 
support, to confide and confess, to 
forgive and be forgiven, to laugh and 
weep together, to be accountable to 
each other, to watch over each other 
and to grow together. Personal growth 
does not happen in isolation. It is the 
result of interactive relationships. 
Small groups are God's gift to fos-
ter changes in character and spir-
itual growth.” 
 

Most people who have been around a 
church for a while have a pretty good 
idea about what a small group is. Or 
do they? 
 

Give it some thought – wouldn’t you 
and your friends like to be part of a 

small group?  Maybe an Unattached 
Woman’s Group, a Walking Group, 
an Exercise Group, a Movie Group or 
a Cooking Group? 
 

Sarah Branch and Ruth Branch—
no summer meetings. 

 

Book Club Leaf meets Fri., July 
28th at 10:30 am in Fellowship 
Hall.   The group will be reading 
Memory Man by David Baldacci. 
Contact Sharon Brink at 505-947-
4514. 
 

THE VINE WOMEN’S 

GROUP 

Wear Love wherever you go 

Colossians 3:14 
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President 
Barbara Mickelson 

Program Chair 
Sheri Susich 

Recording Sec. 
JuAnn Miller 

Corresponding Sec. 
Nancy Amato 

Treasurer 
Renea Farr 

Historian 
Terri Washburn 

Membership 
Joyce Shore 

Opportunity Table 
Marge Redman 

Publicity 
Jeanette Shillaci 

Catering 
Marcia Brooks 

Decorations 
Mary Borowski 

Greeter/Ambassador 
Martha Flynn 

Advisor 
Andrea Manning 

Ruth Branch 
Jane Pratt 

Sarah Branch 
DeLois Basnett 

Book Club Leaf 
Sharon Brink 

Barbara Mickelson 

702-728-7239 

The VINE Board meets 
at 9:30 am on the 1st 

Thurs. of the month in 
Fellowship Hall 

The next VINE event is at Super 
Summer Theatre at Spring Mountain 
Ranch State Park on Wed., Aug. 16 
to see Man of La Mancha. We still 
have a few tickets at $16.50 each.  

Please make your check payable to 
MVPC with the notation  
“Vine theatre tickets”. 

Chair rental at the park costs $1.00, 
box meals cost approximately 

$6.00.   

To reserve your ride in the church 
van, (accommodates 15) contact 

Terri Washburn at 702-463-3251 or 
by email at  m-twashburn@cox.net.   

Book Corner by Miriam Malfara and Laurel Smith 

Author Elizabeth Eliot has collect-
ed some inspirational readings 
which show what a life given to 

Christ means.  If we 
seek to follow His 
will in everything, we 
can be rewarded by 
the miracles in our 
lives.  LOVE HAS A 
PRICE TAG, a book 
of stories "that will 
open your heart" to 
these miracles. 
 

GRACES, by June Cotner, is a 
book of prayers and poems to be 
used for everyday meals, and 

other special occa-
sions.  A beautiful 
little book, it is ar-
ranged in themes 
from  well-
remembered writ-
ers such as Brown-
ing and Emerson. 
 

From the Billy Graham Library 
Selection is THE GOSPEL  
ACCORDING TO JESUS; WHAT 

IS AUTHENTIC 
FAITH?  John Mac-
Arthur brings to us 
this 20th anniver-
sary edition, adding 
a new chapter to 
bring us the mes-
sage that "Jesus 
demands to be both 
Savior and Lord to 
all who believe".  

mailto:m-twashburn@cox.net
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Worship Committee meets 

at 4 pm/1st Mon/212 

Ruth Ann Kennedy 

Committee Chair 

702-243-2024 
 

Membership Committee 

meets at 6 pm/3rd Thurs. 

in Fellowship Hall. 

Marion Arciaga  

Committee Chair 

702-410-5273 

Jane Drake 

Co-chair 

702-448-3152 
 

 Property Committee 

meets at 5pm/3rd 

Wed./206 

Dr. Ralph Pendleton  

Committee Chair 

702-405-9716 

 

Human Resources 

Jane Grimes 

Committee Chair 

702-242-0034 
 

Finance Committee 

Fred Fukumoto 

Committee Chair 

702-363-1575 

Isaac Singleton 

Co-Chair 

702-254-6262 
 

Fellowship Committee 

meets at 6 pm/1st Mon.  

in Fellowship Hall 

Marcia Brooks  

Committee Chair 

702-233-6701 

Jane Pratt 

Co-Chair 

702-658-4852 
 

Librarians 

Laurel Smith 

Miriam Malfara 

Fellowship by Marcia Brooks 

The 2017 Koinonia Groups have com-
pleted their friendship dinner groups 
that met once a month beginning in 
January.  Mariam Malfara and Mary 
Ann Clark coordinated this Fellowship 
activity.  There were 41 participants 
divided into groups of 6 to 8 people 
consisting of couples and singles.  The 
members of each group met monthly 
alternating as hosts of the din-
ners.  This activity provided a great 
way to make new friends, renew old 
friendships and share in the fellowship 
of others. 
 

The Fellowship Committee is taking a 
well-deserved vacation for the months 
of June, July and August.  However 
Fellowship Coffee hour between ser-
vices will continue as usual each and 
every Sunday.  They will meet in Sep-

tember to begin the planning of Fall 
and Winter upcoming events.  Save 
the dates include the Annual All 
Church Picnic on October 8, 2017 and 
the Annual Christmas Dinner on  
December 3, 2017. 

 

A big July 4th Firework thank you goes 
out to each and every one who 
stepped up to extra duties and giving 
of time while I was away.  Nothing 
but praises and amber waves to all of 
you on a JOB WELL DONE! 

 

Lunch Bunch by dondi Fahey 
 

Please join the Lunch Bunch at 11:45 on Fri-
day, July 21, 2017 at Kabuki Japanese Res-
taurant, 400 S. Rampart Blvd. #190. (702) 
685-7776. Please sign up on the notepad in 
the Narthex and indicate if you need a ride or if you can be called on to take a 
member who needs a ride.  All are welcome, including significant others and 
friends outside the church.  Contact dondi Fahey at 702-491-3703. 

Thank You 
Dear Friends of MVPC, 
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your prayers, calls, cards, 
emails, flowers, and encouragement as Jon recovers from heart bypass sur-
gery.  Each day is better than the one before. 
Special thanks to our Deacon Lynn Palmer, Laura Ismail and Pastor Dendy 

Jon and Myrna Hamann 

All Church  

Picnic 

Sunday 

Oct. 8 

All-Church 
Christmas 

Dinner 
Sun. Dec.3 

Men’s Breakfast 
 

You’re invited at 7 am on Wed., July 5th in Fellowship Hall.  Good food, faith 
and fellowship costs only $7.00!  



 

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     
 
 

 

1 

2 

4:30pGR/Youth Grp  

3 
9aFH/Quilters 
10a/Staff Meeting 
7pCH/Gamblers 
 

4  
FOURTH OF JULY 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 

5 
7a/Men’s Breakfast 
1pFH/Bridge 
3:30p206/ Mission 
Committee 
 

6 
5pSC/Praise Team 
6p206/Health  
Ministry Team 
6p/Kids & Middle 
School Gravady 
Jump time 
 

7 8 
9a206/Stephen 
Ministry 

 

9 
Salvation Army Food 
Drive 

 
No Youth Group 

 

 
 

 

10 
9aFH/Quilters 
10a/Staff Meeting 
7pCH/Gamblers 
 

11 
10a206/Women’s 
Study 
1pFH/Dominoes 
6:30p/FH Stew-
ardship 

12 
1pFHBridge 
 

 

13 
5pSC/Praise Team 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 
 

16 
Father Bill Miller 
preaching today 
 

11:45aGR/U50 Study 
Book of Revelation 
5:30pFH/Dinner with 
Father Bill & Wili 
‘The Last Howlelujah 
Tour’ 

17 
9aFH/Quilters 
10a/Staff Meeting 
7pCH/Gamblers 
 

18 
1pFH/Dominoes 

 

19 
1pFH/Bridge 
6:30p/UFO King 
Putt Mini-Golf 
 

20 
5pSC/Praise Team 
6p/Family Night at 
Mountain Crest Pk 

21 
11:45a Lunch 
Bunch 

22 
9a206/Stephen 
Ministry 
 

 

23 
2p/Youth Swim Party 
4pFH/New Member 
Orientation 

No Youth Group 

 

  

24 
9aFH/Quilters 
10a/Staff Meeting 
7pCH/Gamblers 
 

25 
9:45a/WetNWild 
10a206/Women’s 
Study 
1pFH/Dominoes 

 

26 
1pFH/Bridge 
7pGR/Session 

27 
5pSC/Praise Team 

28 
10:30FH/ 
Book Club Leaf 

 

29 

30 
1030a/HS Mission 
Trip Report 
11:45aGR/U50 Study 
Book of Revelation 
 

No Youth Group 

31 
9aFH/Quilters 
10a/Staff Meeting 
11:30a206/CE 
1p/Youth Mini 
Golf 
7pCH/Gamblers 

     

July 2017 

HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP 
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July Birthdays 
07/01 Nancy  Lee 07/13 Richard Peterson 07/25 Joan Messineo 

07/02 Jim Gray 07/13 Marge Redman 07/25 Bill Paul 

07/02 Tim Martin 07/14 Bill Basnett 07/26 Richard Turner 

07/05 Sara  Kirschman 07/17 Corky Owens 07/27 Pat Seraydarian 

07/06 Gwen Fukumoto 07/18 Norman Cordt 07/27 Blanche Zucker-Bozarth 

07/06 Sharon Tyson 07/18 Sharon Ruff 07/28 Jerri Kay 

07/09 Ruth Bauer 07/19 Carole Montalto 07/28 Paul Shore 

07/09 Betty Lou Sippel 07/21 Payton Cook 07/28 Xavier Vanderwerf  (11) 

07/10 Mary Carlisle (5) 07/22 Jeanette Schillaci 07/29 Doris Facer 

07/10 Felix Gaudiel IV 07/22 Tristan Vanderwerf  (8) 07/29 Andy Wright 

07/10 Bonnie Moore 07/23 Linda Olsson 07/31 Fred Grassick 

07/11 Darlene Dohany 07/23 Connie Petersen 07/31 Scott Whittemore 

07/12 Joe Schillaci 07/23 Joan Scott   

07/13 Jeanette Eilers 07/24 Grace Johnson   

August, 2017 Messenger articles are due by Friday, July 21, 2017. 

Sunday bulletin articles are due at noon on Wednesday of that week. 

July Anniversaries 

07/04 Don and Alice Revelle 07/15 Wayne and Janet Hapner 07/23 Matt and Brooke Borg 

07/06 Tom and Renea Farr 07/15 Andy and Hessie Wright 07/24 Zach and Sarah Barton 

07/08 Wayne and Kathleen Bach 07/18 Dennis and Marcia Brooks 07/26 Jeff Patterson and Ellen 

07/09 Vern and Millie Taylor 07/21 Nathan and Bridgette Foster 07/30 Paul and Norma Krijger 

07/11 Andy and Darlene Dohany 07/22 Brad and Maria Harper   

Milestones 
Our congregation offers prayers and deepest sympathies to the following: 

The family of Dick Bennett, who passed away on June 6, 2017.   His memorial service was held at MVPC 
on Wednesday, June 28. 

Ken and Grace Johnson whose relative passed away.  

The friends of former member Fred Schaefer who passed away in June. 



 
Mountain View Presbyterian Church 
 8601 Del Webb Blvd.  
Las Vegas, NV  89134 

Sunday Worship Services 

Traditional at 8:30 am 

Contemporary at 10:30 am 

Email: info@mviewpc.org 

Website  mviewpc.org 

Office Hours  

9a-5p M-Th, 9a-1p Fri 

Phone 702-341-7800 

Fax 702-341-6178 

Pastor 

Rev. David W. Dendy 

PastorDavid@mviewpc.org 
  

Director of Family Ministries 

Chris Kirschman 

Chris@mviewpc.org 
 

Director of Music 

Dr. Mark Wherry 

Mark@mviewpc.org 
 

Coordinator of Instrumental 

Music 

Tim Harvey 

Tim@mviewpc.org 
 

Worship Leader 

Bridgette Foster 

Bridgette@mviewpc.org 
 

Administrative Assistant to 

Pastor David/Pianist 

Shane Jensen 

Shane@mviewpc.org 
 

Parish Nurse 

Launa Ismail 

Launa@mviewpc.org 
 

Tech Assistant 

Tracy Vanderwerf 

Tracy@mviewpc.org 
 

Church Accountant 

Nancy Lee 

Nancy@mviewpc.org 
 

Ministry Coordinator 

Tami Samek 

Tami@mviewpc.org 
 

Facilities Maintenance Mgr 

Mark Washburn 

Markfmm@mviewpc.org 
 

Nursery Attendant 

Margarita Guiliani 

On Sunday mornings, 
check in with Face-
book and  tell your 
friends you’re here. 

Mission Committee in Action 
by Susan Paddock 

The Mission Committee set two pri-
orities for 2017:  support of fami-
lies, and support of education.  Two 
of the programs that receive our 
support are Family Promise and 
Club Christ Ministry. 
 

Family Promise, with the help of 
Rescue Mission, helps families to 
find jobs and housing, and supports 
children in their schoolwork.  We 
send a monthly contribution to 
Family Promise, but soon will be 
expanding our work with them.  We 
will be renting a storage unit where 
clothing and household items can 
be stored, to be distributed to fam-
ilies as they move into more per-
manent housing, and coordinating 
the collection of those items.  
We’re looking for someone who is 
willing to help us in that coordina-
tion; please consider whether that 
person is you.  We’re also finding 
new ways in which, as volunteers, 
members of Mountain View, can 
help families through Family Prom-
ise and Rescue Mission, and we’ll 
be announcing those as they devel-
op. If you’re interested, contact 
Ruth Ann Kennedy. 
 

Club Christ Ministry offers after-
school reading and homework help 
to children from kindergarten 
through high school.  
(www.clubchrist.org) There cur-
rently are two centers; one in Hen-
derson, and one in Las Vegas, near 
Texas Station.  Thirty-two children 
grades K-6 were enrolled in the Las 
Vegas Learning Center in the 2016-
2017 school year.  85% of them 
improved their reading level by at 
least a half-grade level; 70% of the 
K-3rd graders and 80% of the 4th-
6th graders were reading on or 
above grade level by the end of the 
school year.  By comparison, in the 

recent Kids Count 
study, 71% of 
Nevada 4th grad-
ers were not pro-
ficient in reading.  
 

Jack is a student at the Center.  He 
was brought to the Learning Center 
in October 2016 by his grandma.  
She said he knew very little English 
and was having trouble in school. 
She desperately wanted her grand-
son to be part of the program. He 
knew basically NO English. Because 
of this language barrier, he was 
reading well below his grade level. 
He worked hard all year and even 
came on Fridays for extra help. Jack 
improved, but was still below grade 
level. At the beginning of this school 
year he was reading at a kindergar-
ten level but he is now reading at his 
grade level, which is 3rd grade!!! His 
life will be forever changed because 
he can read.  
 

In 2017 Mountain View is providing 
10 camperships for mid/high school 
students to attend a Christian camp 
in Arizona, and helping to fund field 
trips for kids at the Center which en-
rich their lives.  We also have volun-
teers at the Center.  Volunteers are 
needed this summer for the weeks of 
July 3-6 (not the 4th) and July 24-27, 
2:45-5 pm, and for afterschool help 
in the next school year. If you’re in-
terested in being a volunteer, please 
contact Susan Paddock at  
spaddock1030@gmail.com.   

Get our new church app 

MVPC-Las Vegas  

Available from 

Google Play Store 

And App Store 

Meetings are 

held at 3:30 pm  

on the 1st Wed.  

of the month  

in Room 206. 

Susan Paddock,  

Chair 

702-496-1280 

http://www.clubchrist.org
mailto:spaddock1030@gmail.com

