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A FEW UPCOMING EVENTS 
1/9  - Women’s Caring & Sharing Study in Room 206 at 10am (Weekly) 
1/10 - Pastor David’s Bible Study in Fellowship Hall at 10am and 5:30pm 
1/11 - American Heritage Girls/Ben Lesser program in Fellowship Hall at 6:30pm 
1/12 - Knitting Class in Fellowship Hall at 2pm (Weekly) 
1/20 - Planning for Your Family’s Sake in Fellowship Hall at 10am 
1/20 - Ravae Bennett Memorial Service in Sanctuary at 2 pm 
1/21 - Homeless BAGS Assembly in Fellowship Hall at 9:30am 
1/21 - Sunday Concert in Sanctuary at 3pm 
1/26 - Jane Drake Memorial Service in Sanctuary at 11am 
1/28 - Mission Fair in Fellowship Hall after each service 
1/28 - New Member Orientation Class in Fellowship Hall at 4:30pm 

If you were asked to pick which 
month is most often associated with 
deep reflection, you’d probably 
choose January. Known for recaps 
and resolutions, the new year starts 
with retrospection (as we bemoan 
past regrets and celebrate successes), 
then moves forward with hopes for 
the year ahead! 

So, in January, we’re all a little bit 
like Janus, the Roman god for which 
January is named. Legend has it that 
the god Saturn gave Janus the ability 
to see into the future and past. Janus 
is usually depicted with having two 
heads that face in opposite directions. 
One looks back to the year departed, 
and one looks forward to the new and 
uncertain year ahead. 
 

His name comes from the Latin 
word ianua, which means “door.” Ja-
nus is the god of doors, gates, door-
ways, bridges, and passageways, all 
of which symbolize beginnings and 
ends. Janus also represented transi-
tion, such as the time between youth 
and adulthood. 

 
Unfortunately, we only have one head 
and can only look in one direction – 

backwards! Although we look for-
ward, our windshield in reality is a 
rearview mirror. No one knows what 
tomorrow brings. Only our Father 
God knows that. In the meantime, 
we can look back with a keen eye, 
sharp mind and focused heart to 
learn from our past mistakes and 
take great strides in the New Year 
not to repeat them. 

 
I came across a quote by Tony Rob-
bins which states, “Your future does 
not equal your past.”  

Nothing could be more true. Past 
successes and past failures do not 
determine the success or the failure 
of our future. 

 
In 2018 I will put my trust in the One 
who says, “Behold, I am making all 
things new…” 
I cannot wait for the New Year to get 
started and discover and experience 
the “newness” of it all! 
 
Grace and peace, 
Laugh often and Fear not! 
David! 

He’s on His Way   All Things New  by Pastor David W. Dendy 

http://www.dictionary.com/browse/janus
http://www.dictionary.com/etymology/january
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Session 

Meetings are held 

in the Great Room 

at 7 pm on the 4th 

Wednesday of the 

month. 

 

Clerk of Session 

Jeff Patterson 

702-228-3411 

 

 

Class of 2018 

Jane Grimes 

Ruth Ann Kennedy 

Bonnie Moore 

Susan Paddock 

 

Class of 2019 

Fred Fukumoto 

Andrew Patterson 

Isaac Singleton 

Claire Stryker 

 

Class of 2020 

Beth Dworkin 

Tim Martin 

Jeff Patterson 

Phil Pupanek 

Karen Stokes 

December 18, 2017 Session Meeting Highlights by Jeffrey D. Patterson, Clerk of  Session 
With everyone involved in a plethora 
of church and non-church holiday ac-
tivities, scheduling the December 
Session Meeting is a bit of a chal-
lenge.  Thus, December 18 became 
the compromised date for the meet-
ing.  

 
The Session acknowledged and 
thanked Elders Marion Arciaga and 
Marcia Brooks for their service as 
they completed their terms as serving 
Elders.  
 
The annual reports for Session com-
mittees are due by January 20, 2018, 
in preparation of the February annual 
Congregational Meeting. 
 
The Deacons thanked those that 
helped with the annual Service of Sol-
ace on December 14.  The service 
was well received and appreciated by 
attendees.  The Angel Tree program 
collected 184 gift cards with a value 
of $3,785.00.  Thank you to all who 
participated.  New Deacon officers for 
2018 are Laura Martin, Sue Hilliker 
and Barbara Mickelson.  Many thanks 
to retiring Deacon Moderator Marilyn 
Armstrong for her leadership and tire-
less efforts.  
 
The Book of Order, Section G-3.0205 
requires that Session elect a Treasur-
er for the Church.  Tom Grimes 
served as Treasurer in 2017 and was 
re-elected for 2018. 
 

The Session accepted the recommen-
dation of the Human Resources Com-
mittee to modify the job description 
for the position of Ministry Coordina-
tor, currently performed by Tami 
Samek, from a part-time to a full-time 
position.  Session noted that Tami has 
done a great job as Ministry Coordina-
tor and has provided support and as-
sistance to a number of programs and 
committees. 
 
During December our Home Commun-
ion Team served communion to 4 per-
sons unable to attend Sunday ser-
vices. 
 
Pastor David reported that 2017 was a 
“solid” year for MVPC, with a growing 
sense of energy and much anticipation 
for 2018.  As MVPC grows in numbers 
and programs, the biggest challenge 
for 2018 is adapting a system to ade-
quately and efficiently meet the needs 
of our congregation.  Session and staff 
will be meeting on January 4, 2018 to 
begin implementing a new manage-
ment structure focusing on providing 
such a system.  Session and staff will 
continue to focus on improving com-
munications church-wide.  On a sad 
note, more than 20 of our members 
passed away in 2017.  
 
Next Session meeting is scheduled for 
January 24, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.  If you 
have any questions or concerns to 
share with Session, please contact an 
Elder.  On Sunday mornings you can 
spot Elders by their blue nametags. 

New Members We warmly welcome  
these brothers and sisters in Christ 

who joined our MVPC family  
on Sunday, December 10, 2017:  

 

Michelle Johnson  

Lisabeth Lammers  

Barbara Maletsky 

A.Sarah Pierson  

Bill and Justine Sancho  

Marie Thomas  

Janine Wile. 
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Stewardship Notes by Jeff  Patterson 

Happy New Year!!  Before we look 
forward, your Stewardship Commit-
tee wants to thank all the members 
and supporters for your gifts of time, 
talent and treasure during 2017.  Our 
church programs depend on the un-
countable hours of steadfast volun-
teers and the generous financial sup-
port of our congregation.  Thank you 
all! 
 

Our congregation’s financial support 
in 2017 was again outstanding.  We 
met our budget goals through gener-
ous giving, special gifts and prudent 
spending.  Thank you to all who re-
turned pledge cards during the Fall 
Stewardship Campaign.  Your pledg-
es provide great assistance to the 
Session in preparing the budget for 
2018.  You are welcome to submit a 
pledge card at any time.  You may 
deposit your card in the wooden box 
in the Narthex or return it to the 
Church office. 
 

A New Year is a time for making res-
olutions.  The practice of making New 
Year’s resolutions goes back over 
3000 years.  The start of a New Year 
gives us the feeling of a fresh start, a 
new beginning, and new opportuni-
ties.  It is a time when people feel 

that they can begin anew with their 
lives. Common New Year’s resolu-
tions are to lose weight, exercise 
more and eat healthier; or to spend 
more time with family.  Still others 
include managing money better and 
being more organized. Although 
there is nothing in the Bible or nota-
ble in Christian tradition about New 
Year’s resolutions, many good stew-
ards take advantage of this time of 
year to become closer to the Lord.  
In the New Year consider the follow-
ing:   

Reach out to the Lord each day – 
Find time to talk to God and to share 
your gratitude, joys and cares.  As 
the hymn reminds us:  
“O, what peace we often forfeit, O, 
what needless pain we bear, all be-
cause we do not carry everything to 
the Lord in prayer.”  
 

Reach out to others – 
You can be the blessing 
to share joys and sor-
rows with others.  The 
gift of your presence is 
much more valuable 
than you will know.   
 

Reach out to your 
church community – 
Our church community 
can use your time and 
talents. Offering your 
special gifts is one of 
the most effective ways 
to feel useful, needed 
and connected to oth-
ers.    
 

Through the Lord’s guid-
ance and strength, you 
can persevere to 
achieve your resolu-
tions.  Paul reminds us: 
"I can do everything 
through Him who gives 
me strength" (Phil 
4:13).  Have a Blessed 
New Year! 

Your Stewardship Com-
mittee  

Grocery Program (Note changes) 
Happy 2018!  Start the New Year by getting involved in the Grocery Program: 

1. Smith’s. Smith’s has revamped its program, now called Inspiring Donations, which still 
rebates to the Church a portion of your purchases.  Please update the registration of your 
Smith’s Reward Card number (or phone number) at www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/inspire.  MVPC’s church or-
ganization number is CF673.    After registration, every purchase at Smith’s earns money for the Church. 

2. Albertsons.  Purchase Albertsons gift cards, which are useable at all Albertson ’s affiliated stores 
across the country (including Acme, Jewel, Osco).  Albertson’s gives the Church 5% of all gift cards puchased. 

You can purchase Albertsons gift cards from Jeff Patterson between Sunday morning services or call Jeff at 
228-3411.   YOU CAN NOW MAKE PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD OR VENMO APP 

Thanks to your generosity, MVPC 
continues to show positive cash 
flow through November 2017. 

Actual through Nov. 30, 2017 

Revenues 833,843 

Expenses 771,513 

Net Cash Flow $62,330 
 

Finance Committee by Fred Fukumoto 
Offering envelopes will be distributed on Sundays, December 31, 

2017 and January 7, 2018 only. If you are unable to pick them up 

on those days, please call Church Accountant Nancy Lee at 702-

341-7800 to arrange to pick them up during normal business 

hours.  2017 Contribution Statements will be emailed to all donors 

to the Church during the week of January 15, 2018.  To access 

your giving record online please contact Nancy Lee. 

http://www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/inspire
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Meetings at 4:15 pm  

on the 2nd Mon.  

of the month  

in Room 206 
 

Beth Dworkin 

Committee Chair 

702-804-4794 

baggrimes@cox.net 

Christian Education News by Beth Dworkin 
Growing in Christ Bookstore:  In this 
new year, please take the time to stop 
by the Christian Education book store 
inside Fellowship Hall to check out our 
steady stream of new products. 
 

Christmas Pageant: Congratulations 
to the children, youth, and adult volun-
teers for a wonderful performance of 
“Meet Me at the Manger”.  They were 
wonderful entertainment before the 
Christmas Dinner.  Our young people 
never cease to amaze with their talent. 

Children’s Christmas Party: On Dec. 
17th during Sunday school, we had a 
fun Christmas party complete with piz-
za, games, music, and dancing. A great 
time was had by all. 

Sunday School:  Pre-K – 6th grade 

are invited to come up and join us for 

Sunday school each Sunday following 

Kids Konnection. This is a great oppor-

tunity for our young people to learn 

more about the Bible. 

Women’s Study, Sharing & Caring: 
Beginning Jan. 9th, the group will meet 
weekly at 10am on Tuesday in Room 
206.  For information, call Lynn Palmer 
702-242-0120. 
 

Pastor David’s Wednesday Bible 

Study classes resume on Jan. 10 th 

from 10-11am and 6-7pm to learn 

about the Book of John. 

Family Ministries News by Chris Kirschman 

Youth Newz  (6th -12th grade) 
 

MVPC YOUTH!!!!!  Well, 2018 here we come.  
It is going to be a great year.  Hope you had a 
wonderful Christmas time celebrating the gift of 
our Savior, Lord, and Friend. Here’s what we have 
coming… 

January 1st.  I challenge you to start off the year 
right.  On your own take 5-10 mins to talk with 
God about what He has in store for you for 2018.  
Ask Holy Spirit to show you how you can be part 
of that plan. 

January 4th.  Bowling at Santa Fe Hotel and Casi-
no.  11a-1pm.  $10 
per person.  Lunch 
is on you, feel free 
to eat before or af-
ter you come, or 
bring extra cash to 
get food there. If 
you need a ride 

from church, meet at 10:30 and be back at 1:30. 

Jan 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th Youth group from 4:30-
6pm 

Can’t wait to see you in 2018.  Love to you all!  -
Chris 

 

Kids newz (5th grade down) 
 

Children:  Hey there my younger friends.  
Happy 2018.  We will kick off Sunday school again 
on January 7th during the 2nd service from 10:45-
11:30am. We w ill be learning about who 

“Saint Nicholas” was 
and why we talk 
about him during 
Christmas time.   
Sunday school will 
continue each Sun-
day following that. 
Looking forward to 
seeing you!  

 

Be on the lookout for a new Wednesday program 
coming in February.   Love -Chris 

Younger adults (up to 50 years old) U50’s 
 

U5Os:  We are back in the saddle again- 
January 14th and 28th  12-1:30pm for our Bi-
ble study time. 
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Worship Committee meets 

at 4 pm/1st Mon/212 

Ruth Ann Kennedy 

Committee Chair 

702-243-2024 
 

Membership Committee 

meets at 6 pm/3rd Thurs. 

in Fellowship Hall. 
 

 Property Committee 

meets at 5pm/3rd 

Wed./206 

 

Human Resources 

Jane Grimes 

Committee Chair 

702-242-0034 
 

Finance Committee 

Fred Fukumoto 

Committee Chair 

702-363-1575 

Isaac Singleton 

Co-Chair 

702-254-6262 
 

Librarian 

Jan Barry 

702-570-7471 

Men’s Breakfast    
You’re invited at 8 am on Wed., Jan. 3 to Egg Works at 
2025 Village Center Circle for good food, fun and fellowship.   

Lunch Bunch by dondi Fahey  
 

Please join the Lunch Bunch at 12:15 pm on Wed., Jan. 10, 
2018  at Oh La La French Bistro, 2120 N. Rampart Blvd 
#150, Las Vegas, 89128 702-222-3522.  Please sign up on 
the notepad in the Narthex.  All are welcome, including significant others and 
friends outside the church.  Contact dondi Fahey at 702-491-3703. 

Pancake Breakfast  - Save the Date 
 

Please join us in Fellowship Hall on Sat., Feb. 10, 2018 
from 8 - 10 am for this annual event sponsored by Men’s 
Fellowship.  The cost is just $5 per person, with a $20 
maximum for families.  Children 5 and under are free.  All 
proceeds will benefit MVPC’s Youth Group. 

American Heritage Girls 
by Julie Dendy 

If you missed the opportunity to hear Ben Lesser 
in November,  there will be another chance in 
January!  He is a Holocaust survivor with a gentle 
spirit who is using his gift of life to spread the 
message of tolerance and love with the 
world.  He wants us to REMEMBER - Zachor in 
Hebrew!  He will be speaking from 6:30-7:45pm 
in the Fellowship Hall on Thursday - January 11, 
2018.  His one request is that we  

INVITE AS MANY PEOPLE AS 
POSSIBLE.  

Please join us! Childcare will be provided. 



 

Deacons by Marilyn Armstrong 

 

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 
Sunday, January 7, Salvation Army Food Bank 

Deacon Meeting, Tuesday, January 9, 6 p.m. in Great Room 

Deacons 

Meetings are held  in the 

Great Room at 6:00 pm on 

the 2nd Tues.  of the 

month. 

Moderators 

Laura Martin 

Compassion Co-Moderator  

Sue Hilliker 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Barbara Mickelson  

Communion Coordinator 

Dian Ward 

DNG Coordinator 

Toby Hilliker 

Outreach Coordinator 

Amy Vanderwerf  

Publicity Coordinator 

Lori Ritter 

Scheduling Coordinator 

Bruce Lewis 

Homebound/Hospital Co-

ordinator 

Lynne Kuzminski 

Class of 2018 

Nancy Amato 

Ted Amato 

Sharon Hughes 

Val Klein 

Bruce Lewis 

Miriam Malfara 

Barbara Mickelson 

Lynn Palmer 

Lori Ritter 

Class of 2019 

Devon English 

Ron Forret 

Lynne Kuzminski 

JuAnn Miller 

Debra Pick 

Nancy Thomas 

Amy Vanderwerf 

Dian Ward 

Class of 2020 

Maryann Clark 

Renny Fransz 

Sue Hilliker 

Toby Hilliker 

Bob Kuzminski 

Laura Martin 
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WOW — IT’S 2018 ALREADY.  It 
seems like 2017 has just flown by. I 
am thankful that our hope is not in the 
New Year….but in the ONE who 
makes all things new.  Praying for a 
better 2018 for our country and the 
world. 
 
WELCOME TO THE NEW DEACONS!  
Please welcome Mary Ann Clark, Ren-
ny Fransz, Sue Hilliker, Toby Hilliker, 
Val Klein, Bob Kuzminski, Bruce Lewis, 
and Laura Martin.  Nancy Amato is 
continuing for another year.  These 
members have been truly called to 
minister to the members of MVPC and 
are dedicated to caring for each mem-
ber of their “flock”.  This will mean 
that many of you will have a new Dea-
con as the DNG lists will need to be 
reassigned. You will receive a letter 
during the month of January from your 
new Deacon introducing themselves to 
you. Your new Deacon Officers will 
be: Administrative Moderator, 
Laura Martin; Compassion Co-
Moderator, Sue Hilliker and Secre-
tary/Treasurer, Barbara Mickel-
son, who is a continuing Deacon. 
 
WE WANT TO THANK THE DEA-
CONS WHO HAVE COMPLETED 
THEIR SERVICE AS 0F 2017: Den-
nis Brooks, Loralee Clause, Darlene 
Dohany, Donna Peterson, Marge Red-
man, Delores Singleton, Mark Wash-
burn and Nell Wilson.  They have truly 
given of themselves serving MVPC and 
the members from three through six 
years.  God Bless you for your caring 
and giving to your DNG during this 
time. 
 
THE ANGEL TREE PROJECT RE-
SULTED IN YOUR GIVING OF 184 
gift cards totaling$3,785.   Again 
you have proven to be a truly caring 
congregation to the less fortunate in 
our community. 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 7 IS SALVA-
TION ARMY FOOD BANK SUNDAY.   
New Year! New Goals! Let’s start the 
year off right by providing food for 
those in need.  Hearty soups, stews 
and chili will keep everyone warm dur-

ing this chilly 
month.  Peanut 
Butter and 
canned fruit are 
also good staples 
to have on hand 
but all donations 
are greatly ap-
preciated. Last 

month your donations totalled $500.  
Thank you for your continuing gener-
osity as we begin 2018. 
 
LAS VENTANAS VISIT—On Tues-
day, December 5th the Deacons 
along with Chris Kirschman visited Las 
Ventanas as part of our Outreach pro-
gram.  This visit focused on our Youth 
program and to also bring some 
Christmas cheer to the residents. 
There were 11 residents in attendance 
and they truly enjoyed the visit with 
time to talk with their Deacon as well 
as the small gifts. 
 
THE SERVICE OF SOLACE  WAS 
HELD DECEMBER 14 AT 7:00 P.M. 
IN THE SANCTUARY. The theme was 
Peace,  The program with the beautiful 
music, readings, Pastor’s message on 
Peace, the bell ringing  for members 
lost during this past year and the 
lighting of the candles all added up to 
a very meaningful service for those 
who attended. Peace be with you. 
 
As outgoing Moderator, I want to 
thank MVPC and the Deacons for 
my opportunity to serve in this ca-
pacity for the last three years.  
The Board Members, Coordinators 
and Deacons that have served 
with me have been truly dedicated 
to the mission of our church and 
service to their DNG.  Thank you 
and God Bless you and MVPC as 
you continue into the future.  
Marilyn Armstrong 



The VINE Board would like to thank all 
members, friends and family who at-
tended our 2017 Gatherings.  Because 
of your attendance after expenses we 
were able to donate $1,700 to MVPC 
Christian Education, $750 to the 
MVPC Chapter of American Heritage 
Girls and $750 to Katz Elementary 
School for the purchase of Chrome 
books which help teach kindergarteners 
computer skills.  Doesn’t it feel wonder-
ful to know you have been instrumental 
in these donations? We have some ex-
citing programs for 2018, so stay 
tuned. 

 

2018 VINE membership dues are now 
being collected.  The cost is $5.00 
which will be used for operating ex-
penses (printing, etc).  With your mem-
bership you will also receive a list of all 
VINE members and members of the 
Branches. 

 

Looking for a great way for women to 
get together for fun and fellowship?  
We already have several people signed 
up for the monthly Lunch and/or Movie 
small group which will start in January.  
Interested?  Email bar-
baram9797@gmail.com or call me at 
702-728-7239 and get on the list. 

 

We would also like to invite all ladies 
who are interested in learning, dis-
cussing and fellowship to participate 
in our Ruth Branch, our Sarah Branch 
and our Book Club Leaf.  This is a 
wonderful way to really get to know 
your fellow MVPC women. 

 

Sarah Branch w ill meet on Thurs-
day, January 4 at 6:00 at DeLois 
Basnett’s home.  702-560-1523. 

 

Ruth Branch will meet on Monday, 
January 22 at 1:00 pm in Room 206 
at the Church to study James 3.   
Contact Jane Pratt at 702-658-4852. 

 

Book Club Leaf will meet Friday, 
January 26, 2018, at 10:30 a.m. in 
the “Esther” room. (Upstairs 
chapel room) 
We’ll be discussing: Dream of Or-
chids by Phyllis A. Whitney.  Con-
tact Sharon Brink at 505-947-4514. 
 

 The woman who walks with God will 

always reach her destination.  

THE VINE WOMEN’S 

GROUP 
Wear Love wherever you go 

Colossians 3:14 
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President 
Barbara Mickelson 

Program Chair 
Sheri Susich 

Recording Sec. 
JuAnn Miller 

Corresponding Sec. 
Jane Pratt 

Treasurer 
Renea Farr 

Historians 
Joyce Shore 
Terri Washburn 

Opportunity Table 
Marge Redman 

Publicity 
Jeanette Shillaci 

Catering 
 

Decorations 
Mary Borowski 

Greeter/Ambassador 
Martha Flynn 

Advisor 
Andrea Manning 

Ruth Branch 
Jane Pratt 

Sarah Branch 
DeLois Basnett 

Book Club Leaf 
Sharon Brink 

Barbara Mickelson 

702-728-7239 

The VINE Board meets 
at 9:30 am on the 1st 

Thurs. of the month in 
Fellowship Hall 

Book Corner  by Jan Barry  

The new year brings new additions to our library. Come on in and browse our wonderful collection! Please 
contact me if you are looking for something specific or have suggestions for additions.  
janbarry22@gmail.com 

The Imperfect 
Disciple: Grace 
for People Who 
Can't Get Their 
Act Together 
With incisive wit, 
warm humor, and 
moving stories, 
author Jared Wil-
son shows us how 
the gospel actually works 
through us and in us, even 
when we can't get our act to-
gether. 

True Feelings: 
God's Gracious 
and Glorious Pur-
pose for Our Emo-
tions by Carolyn 
Mahaney and Nicole 
Mahaney Whitacre. 
This mother-
daughter team offers 
women a fresh per-
spective on their feelings straight 
from God's Word, helping them 
handle emotions in a way that 
honors God and others.  

The Tech-Wise 
Family: Everyday 
Steps for Putting 
Technology in Its 
Proper Place by 
Andy Crouch. Mak-
ing conscientious 
choices about tech-
nology in our fami-
lies to develop wis-
dom, character, and 
courage in the way we use digital 
media.  

mailto:barbaram9797@gmail.com
mailto:barbaram9797@gmail.com
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Health Ministry 

 meets at 6 pm 

1st Thurs.  

in Room 206. 

Launa Ismail,R.N. 

702-254-3137  

Parish Nurse News by Launa Ismail, R.N. 

God has intervened, and saved you from what had 
promised to be a rather dry clinical message! There 
are no guarantees that what follows will be better, 
but at least it is guided by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Pastor David has addressed the ever popular New 
Year's Resolutions; the making, and subsequently, 
the breaking. From a health prospective, I know 
there are many reasonable resolutions we can all 
make that will be good for us, and that we will have 
a very good chance of keeping. Following are some 
simple ideas. 
Germ Containment -  Consider the many things we 
can form into habits that will enhance our own 
health, and the health of those around us: hand 
washing (yes, I know. But do it more often!), cov-
ering your mouth and nose when you sneeze or 
cough (direct those germs into your own elbow, or 
a disposable tissue), stay away from others when 
you are not feeling well. Get your flu and pneumo-
nia inoculations. 
Overall Health - Determine to practice healthy eat-
ing: increase fruits and vegetables, decrease un-
healthy fats, salt, white carbohydrates, sugar and 
carbonated beverages.  Stay hydrated!  Exercise 
some more (Ugh!): dance to music while you do 
daily chores (dishes, laundry, dusting, etc), lift 
hand weights when TV commercials come on, or 

get up and walk around the house during those 
commercial breaks. At work, try not to sit longer 
than an hour at a time. Get up from your chair and 
walk for a couple minutes, and also do some 
stretches every hour.  Your body will thank you. 
Exercises  like walking, jogging, sports, biking, 
swimming, hiking,  water walking and aerobics, 
etc. are wonderful!  BUT, if you have been leading 
a sedentary, couch potato life style, remember to 
start slowly with the less demanding things to 
avoid injury. 
Prevention - Get your screenings done for pros-
tate, mammogram, pap smear, colonoscopy, 
stress test, etc.  Get your hearing checked, as well 
as your eyes. It's much easier to address issues 
before you have some big crisis on your hands. 
Mental and Spiritual Health - If you are lonely, 
reach out to others. Consider adopting a pet. Read 
your Bible, join a small group or study, find a way 
to help others, and maintain an attitude of grati-
tude, thanking God and singing His praises! Come 
to church,  worship, and interact with your church 
family.  
 
May God bless us, each and every one! 
In His Service, 
Launa 

2018 ALREADY?? May we all 
enjoy a God-centered year, full 
of blessings and grace. 

Thank you to the volunteers 
who helped make the Dec 17, 
2017 Blood Pressure Screening 
successful: Tim Martin, and 
Registered Nurses Sue Robins, 
Laura Martin, Karyn Klein, and 
Dian Ward. B/P Screenings will 
be held for our congregation 
four times per year. See you 
next time! 

Health Ministry Team News by Launa Ismail, R.N. 

Save the Date:  Saturday, January 20, 
2018, 10 AM in Fellowship Hall.  You’ll 
want to be there for the program 
“Planning for Your Family’s Sake”, pre-
sented by our own Brooke Borg, Esq. and 
Pastor David Dendy, among others. You’ll 
hear an overview and ideas and receive 
handouts about how to prepare for the in-
evitable in such a way as to relieve your 
families of the burden of planning and 
making difficult decisions at a difficult 
time. Show those you love your love for 
them by planning in advance. 
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Stephen Ministry 

Melody Edwards-Becker 

702-683-5189 

 

by Loralee Clause 
by Marj Scull by Marj Scull 

“Christ caring for people through people.”             

People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?” One way to put it is 

that Stephen Ministers are the After People. 

Stephen Ministers are there: 

. . . after the phone call you hoped you’d never get 

 . . . after the funeral, when everyone has left and the  

emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing in on you. 

. . . after the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out of your life.  

. . . after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.” 

. . . after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to  

your new home.”  

 . . . after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the house 

 suddenly seems empty 

 . . . after the gavel comes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is  

led away. 

 . . . after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever  

dreamed possible. 

 . . . after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck. 

 . . . after your family and friends have heard your  

 story one too many times, but you still need 

                            to talk it out. 

Stephen Ministers: The After People 



 

January 2018 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

1  
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
 

2 
10a206/Women’s 
Caring & Sharing 
1pFH/Dominoes 
 

3 
8a/Men’s Breakfast 
1pFH/Bridge 
6p206/Missions 
 

4 
9:30aFH/Vine Board 
11a/Youth Bowling 
at Santa Fe Hotel 
5pSC/Praise Team 
6pm/Sarah Branch 
6pFH/AHG Pioneers 
and Patriots 
6pSC/Leadership 
Mtg 

5 
 

6 
 
 

7 
Salvation Army Food 
Drive  

4:30pGR/Youth Grp 

 
 

8 
9aFH/Quilters 
10a/Staff Meeting 
2pFH/AHG Board 
4:15p206/CE 
7pCH/Gamblers 
 

9 
10a206/Women’s 
Caring & Sharing 
1pFH/Dominoes 
6pGR/Deacons 
6:30p/FH Stew-
ardship 

10 
10aFH/Pastor’s 
Bible Study 
1pFHBridge 
3pCH/ALS Support 
4&5:30pSC/Bells 
5:30pFH/Pastor’s  
Bible Study 
7pSC/Choir 

 

11 
5pSC/Praise Team 
6p206/Health  
Ministry Team 
6:30pFH/AHG – 
Ben Lesser Program  
 

12 
9:30aGR/AHG 
Public Speaking 
2pFH/Knitting 

13 
9a206/Stephen 
Ministry 
 

10aFH/Home 
Communion 
Mtg 

14  
12pGR/U50 
4:30pGR/Youth Grp 

15 
9aFH/Quilters 
10a/Staff Meeting 
7pCH/Gamblers 
 

16 
10a206/Women’s 
Caring & Sharing 
1pFH/Dominoes 

17 
10aFH/Pastor’s 
Bible Study 
1pFH/Bridge 
4&5:30pSC/Bells 
5p206/Property 
6pFH/Pastor’s  
Bible Study 
7pSC/Choir 
 

18 
1pCH/Neuropathy 
Support 
5pSC/Praise Team 
6pFH/Membership 
6pFH/AHG Pioneers 
and Patriots 

19 
9:30aGR/AHG 
Public Speaking 
2pFH/Knitting 
 

20 
10aFH/ 
“Planning for 
Your Family’s 
Sake” Program 
 

2pSC/Ravae 
Bennett Mem 
Svc 

 

21 
9:30aFH/Homeless 
BAGGING  
3pSC/Sunday Con-
cert 
4:30pGR/Youth Grp 

22 
9aFH/Quilters 
10a/Staff Meeting 
1p206/Ruth 
Branch 
7pCH/Gamblers 

23 
10a206/Women’s 
Caring & Sharing 
1pFH/Dominoes 
 

24 
10aFH/Pastor’s 
Bible Study 
1pFH/Bridge 
4&5:30pSC/Bells 
6pFH/Pastor’s  
Bible Study 
7pSC/Choir 
7pGR/Session 

25 
5pSC/Praise Team 
6pFH/AHG 

26 
10:30a210/ 
Book Club Leaf 
11aSC/Jane 
Drake Mem Svc 
2pFH/Knitting 

27 
9a206/Stephen 
Ministry 

28 
9:30aFH/Mission Fair 
 

12pGR/U50 
4:30pFH/New Mem-
ber Orientation 
Class 
4:30pGR/Youth Grp 

29 
9aFH/Quilters 
10a/Staff Meeting 
7pCH/Gamblers 

30 
10a206/Women’s 
Caring & Sharing 
1pFH/Dominoes 

31 
10aFH/Pastor’s 
Bible Study 
1pFH/Bridge 
4&5:30pSC/Bells 
6pFH/Pastor’s  
Bible Study 
7pSC/Choir 
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January Birthdays 
01/01 Verna Kinersly 01/11 Baylee Washburn (15) 01/20 Jerry Kinersly 

01/01 JoAnn Padget 01/11 Deborah Weeks 01/20 Audrey Krikorian 

01/02 Connor Klingenberg (15) 01/12 David Fleshman 01/21 Evelyn Mahar 

01/03 Audrey Latta 01/12 Iola Mitton 01/21 Kacie Walther 

01/04 Martha Flynn 01/13 Michele Weber 01/22 Lynne Kuzminski 

01/04 Leslie  Patterson (2) 01/14 Byron Peterson 01/26 Maria Harper 

01/04 Cayla Washburn (14) 01/14 Angela Thalgott 01/27 Bonnie Allen 

01/04 Jeanmarie White 01/15 Kirt Brannen 01/27 Letitia Smith 

01/06 Lynn Palmer 01/15 Lois Letizia 01/28 Matt Borg 

01/06 Mary Ann Pedley 01/15 Donald Pratt 01/28 William Muench 

01/07 Rick Morris 01/15 Linda Vance 01/29 Barbara Kam 

01/10 DeLois Basnett 01/17 Karen Muir 01/29 Ray Kennedy 

01/10 JuAnn Miller 01/18 King Umoren Sr. 01/29 Peggy Reed 

01/11 Lehr Sherrill 01/19 Nancy Thomas 01/30 Steve Fuquay 

01/11 Jim Ton     

February, 2018 Messenger articles are due by Friday, January 19, 2018. 

Sunday bulletin articles are due at noon on Wednesdays. 

January Anniversaries 
01/02 Mark and Elena Wherry 01/17 Al and Barbara Maletsky 

01/04 Ron Forret and Carol Brink 01/18 James and Caroline Baker 

01/07  Chris and Sara Kirschman 01/21 Harold and Carol Hoyt 

01/09 Bobby and Jolene Lum 01/24 Bob and Peg Albrecht 

01/09 Grant and Toni Milleret 01/29 Bob and Lynne Kuzminski 

Dear Members of MVPC,  
I want to thank you all for your cards, phone calls, flowers and many other acts of kindness shown to 
Tom and me during my surgery and recovery .  May God bless each and every one of you.  Jane Grimes 

Thank You 

Our Father has called three of his precious children Home.  Please keep their families in your prayers: 
Marion Stedman on Dec. 3, 2017; her memorial service was held Dec. 17, 2017. 
Ravae Bennett on Dec. 5, 2017; her service will be at 2 pm on Sat., Jan. 20, 2018. 
Jane Drake on Dec. 24, 2017.  Service is pending. 

Milestones  



 
Mountain View Presbyterian Church 
8601 Del Webb Blvd.  
Las Vegas, NV  

Sunday Worship Services 

Traditional at 8:30 am 

Contemporary at 10:30 am 

Email: info@mviewpc.org 

Website  mviewpc.org 

Office Hours  

9a-5p M-Th, 9a-1p Fri 

Phone 702-341-7800 

Fax 702-341-6178 

Pastor 

Rev. David W. Dendy 

PastorDavid@mviewpc.org 
  

Director of Family Ministries 

Chris Kirschman 

Chris@mviewpc.org 
 

Director of Music 

Dr. Mark Wherry 

Mark@mviewpc.org 
 

Coordinator of Instrumental 

Music 

Tim Harvey 

Tim@mviewpc.org 
 

Worship Leader 

Bridgette Foster 

Bridgette@mviewpc.org 
 

Administrative Assistant to 

Pastor David/Pianist 

Shane Jensen 

Shane@mviewpc.org 
 

Parish Nurse 

Launa Ismail 

Launa@mviewpc.org 
 

Tech Assistant 

Tracy Vanderwerf 

Tracy@mviewpc.org 
 

Church Accountant 

Nancy Lee 

Nancy@mviewpc.org 
 

Ministry Coordinator 

Tami Samek 

Tami@mviewpc.org 
 

Facilities Maintenance Mgr 

Mark Washburn 

Markfmm@mviewpc.org 
 

Nursery Attendant 

Margarita Guiliani 

On Sunday morn-
ings, check in with 
Facebook and  tell 

your friends 
you’re here. 

Get our church app 

MVPC-Las Vegas  

Available from 
Google Play Store  

     

NO THANKS!! YES, PLEASE!! 

Meetings at 6  pm  

on the 1st Wed.  

of the month  

in Room 206. 

Susan Paddock,  

Chair 

702-496-1280 

2017 was a year of great achieve-
ments in mission for MVPC.  We 
began supporting a missionary in 
Kenya, started a relationship with 
the Thai-Laotian church, and de-
veloped a learning/tutoring center 
collaboratively with Westminster 
Presbyterian Church.  We also in-
creased our support of two food 
banks, have continuing relation-
ships with Club Christ and Family 
Promise, gave significantly to vic-
tims of three (!) hurricanes and 
contributed to all four offerings 
sponsored by PC (USA).  In all we 
gave over $100,000 and many, 
many hours of service. MVPC has 
shown that it is committed to act-
ing Christ-like in a broken and 
hurting world. 

Through a period of discernment 
the committee selected two mis-
sion priorities—children and fami-
lies, and education—and four pro-
grams that reflected those priori-
ties: Family Promise, Project 150, 
Club Christ Ministry and Westmin-
ster Learning Center.  Please in-
clude these in your prayers and 

any giving. 

In 2018 we’ll be identifying ways 
that every member of MVPC can 
be directly involved in mission, 
from activities that can be done in 
your home to projects that allow 
you to work with a specific pro-
gram.  That begins with a Mission 
Fair on January 28 in Fellowship 
Hall after each service, where you 
will meet representatives of local 
projects, find information on other 
ways you can use your time, tal-
ents and tithes, and be able to 
sign up for volunteer activities 
that match your interests and abil-
ities. Be sure to mark your calen-
dar for January 28. 

We fear not as we move ahead to 
create a significant presence for 
MVPC in mission in Las Vegas! 

PS: Are you interested in being a 
more active part of MVPC mission? 
Join the committee (meets the 
first Wednesday of every month at 
6 pm) or a task force that sup-
ports mission activities.  Watch for 

opportunities! 

Mission Committee in Action by Susan Paddock 


