Hello MVPC!
On the morning of Thursday, September 5th around 2:52 am, the Mountain View Presbyterian
Church was broken into by two men who had nothing on their minds other than to steal, rob,
ransack, thrash, destroy, break and wreak havoc on the place we call our Church Home.
And they accomplished their objective.
Many doors were damaged beyond repair…
Just about every laptop computer in the building was stolen…
The Drum Kit in the sanctuary was taken…
The main office window was shattered…
Offices were ransacked…
It was a disturbing and emotional scene to discover and deal with.
The good news is this:
No one was physically hurt.
No one’s life was put in danger.
Most everyone reading this newsletter has not had to resort to a life of crime in order to live out
their lives on this beautiful planet.
For these things we will Praise God!
We will be in full force on Sunday morning!
Come and worship!
Come and fellowship!
Come and learn!
Come and be supportive!
Come and love!
Come and pray!

Jesus says it so eloquently:
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so
that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil
and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who
love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if
you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the
Gentiles do the same? 48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
(Matthew 5: 43-48)
Let’s pray and love and be perfect in this!
See you Sunday!
Pastor David!
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Session Meeting Highlights – August 28, 2019
MVPC member Paula Anderson attended the meeting to
discuss the Memory Support Group ministry, which meets the
2nd Thursday of each month at MVPC. Paula also discussed
various resources for persons suffering with memory loss and
their caregivers.
The Deacons want to encourage members to contact Deacons
with information on members being hospitalized. The Deacons
have scheduled the annual Service of Solace for December 12.
Pastor David provided a recap of the Elder/Staff retreat held at MVPC on Saturday, August 24. MVPC is hosting
Family Promise the week of August 25 – September 1 with strong volunteer support. The Fall meeting of the
Nevada Presbytery is September 9-11 at Zephyr Point, Lake Tahoe.
The Serve Commission (serving others outside MVPC), reported that Patty Strong of MVPC participated in the
Nevada Presbytery mission trip to Alaska and that Patty reported the trip to be very successful. Elder Susan
Paddock discussed the Salvation Army Angel Tree program being moved from the Deacons to Mission
Committee. September is Mission Celebration Month with the opportunity of identifying members’ participation
in mission activities. Mission is scheduling an intergenerational mission event for Sunday, October 20.
The Stewardship Commission (being good managers of time, talents and treasures) reported on approval of the
loan application with the Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program (“PILP”) to finance the Sanctuary,
Fellowship Hall and Education Wing improvements. Session approved proceeding with the PILP loan. Elder
Beth Dworkin, on behalf of Human Resources, reported the hiring of a new organist, Jane Dye, who will begin
rehearsing with the Chancel Choir on September 4 and will begin worship services on Sunday, September 8.
Elders Andrew Patterson and Phil Pupanek reported on proposing a Nominating Committee consisting of them
as Elder representatives, Laura Martin as the Deacon representative, and Brooke Borg, Kristin Whittemore, Allan
Clark and Richard Becker. Session set a Congregational meeting for Sunday, September 8 at 9:45 a.m. to approve
the Nominating Committee.
Session approved allowing the Compassionate Friends support group to add a second monthly meeting using
MVPC facilities.
Elder Beverly Stokes reported on a Church Retreat the last weekend of February 2020.
Your Session wants to hear your questions or concerns. Please feel free to contact an Elder or use the Session
email address is session@mviewpc.org..
Next Session meeting is scheduled for September 25, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Jeffrey D. Patterson, Clerk of Session

Another Friday article on what's coming up this week. Love you all and praying for you!
Children
Sunday school: Sunday school class groups start this Sunday Sept 8th. Younger ones will be
hearing a real fishy story about Jonah, and obeying God. Older ones will be learning about God's
love and how to show it in school

Youth group:
Youth group starts up in full swing this Sunday the 8th. We will start it off with an info meeting for
parents and youth at 4pm (please note the time change), then we will kick off youth group after that until
6pm.

Adult Bible study Sunday Sept 15th 12p-1:30. We shall continue our study on Genesis.

The Monday Night Bible Study will now start
on Sept. 16th please make note of this change
for all who plan on attending!
For further questions please contact the
church office.

There will be a brief
Congregational Meeting on
Sunday, September 8
at 9:45 a.m. (after 1st Service)
for the purpose of electing a
Nominating Committee.

September is the month of MISSION CELEBRATION, recognizing the many ways that MVPC members reach out to those
in need.
Throughout the month you can put a leaf on our mission tree on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.
Take a minute to take a leaf and write a mission activity you have completed. Then, put the leaf on the
tree.
No names. This is anonymous. Some examples: “I worked at Project 150” “I gave a food bag to a
homeless man.” “I drove my neighbor to the store.” “I worked on a project with my Rotary Club.” “I
volunteered at the hospital.”
Think about what you have done this week and “leave a leaf.”
You can leave a leaf every week. Let’s fill our tree!

NEWS FROM YOUR MEMORY EDUCATION AND SUPPORT TEAM
Over the summer I gladly became an Alzheimer's Association volunteer so that as a meeting facilitator, I could
use the educational information available through the organization. As a result, MVPC is now partnering with
Alzheimer's Association to bring education and support to our community.
In 2010 I toured the Lou Ruvo Brain Center. Since that time, it has been a dream of mine to work within this
incredible facility. Now that we live in Summerlin I am able to volunteer there and learn so much more about
supporting and educating persons with dementia and their families.
At our MVPC Memory Education and Support gatherings we discuss brain health as well as giving support to the
caregiver who is caring for their loved one.
Some of our subjects include:
Dementia 101
Getting Affairs in Order
Understanding Behaviors
Prevention
Driving
Bathing
These are just a few of the subjects we will address. Plus, we are there to give support to each other with ideas
and experiences.
Please let me know if there is a particular subject or issue that you are dealing with that we can address. We will
do our best to find help and resolution to concerns. All our meetings are confidential.
We meet at MVPC on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Chapel.
Thank you and hope to see you there. I am gladly available for questions and comments.
Paula Anderson

Mission Committee
Mission Celebration 2--Why Mission is so important
When we mention the word “mission” people I've spoken with either think of going to Africa or Asia or even putting
Bibles in hotel rooms, like the Gideons, and I think that that may be true on a macro scale but certainly not necessarily for
most of us at MVPC. As I mentioned in closing in my last letter we've got more than enough to keep us busy right here in
Las Vegas.
The whole idea of mission work is to provide food, clothing, learning, comfort, assistance, prayer, counseling and
probably more than fifty other similar words, to those in need. So, that begs the question: “Who's in need?” To be
somewhat terse, everyone. I know that there have been times in my life when I could have used a word of advice, a hand
on my shoulder and even prayers said with me or on my behalf...and I consider myself lucky. When my mother died I
was in Vietnam and the Squadron Chaplain prayed with me halfway through the night—what an uplifting experience to
know that there was two people by my side (Jesus...and the chaplain) and I'll never forget that. Each of us has fears or at
least a certain degree of trepidation, particularly in this world, at this time. And that points to the ever-present need for
someone to be there for each of us...to extend that hand of sympathy or empathy, to see that each of us is cared for. The
obvious is the man begging on the street corner who appears to have been in his cloths for no less than a month or the
woman pushing the shopping cart full of her worldly belongings—but these are only what we sense with our eyes, ears,
nose, fingers and flavor buds. Those needs that are unseen are, in my opinion, far more pernicious and can be just as
devastating as those that are seen: the boy who is bullied by his peers to the point of suicide; fear of loss of employment
and attendant earnings; persistent psychosis which can lead to cutting or harming oneself in so many ways; even a
dreaded fear of the dark. These situations are all around us but unfortunately we often have to get to know people in order
for them to open up about their problems...but, still, that is part of the need for mission or, as some term it, outreach. To
be there to hear someone's story can literally be a lifesaver sometimes more so than dropping off a trunk full of cloths at
the Salvation Army or Prom Closet. But this is mission—caring for others in their time of need whatever that need may
be. I cannot think of anyone I've ever known who hasn't been in a “spot” at least one time or other in their lives'. So, I
can't think of any other way to say that “mission” is vitally important in all our lives, as both giver and a receiver and for
the life of the church.
Of course, the above paragraph points to the need for mission on every level of society but what I'm really alluding to is
that mission, on whatever level, creates a stronger sense of community. It helps to break down those unseen but everpresent barriers that divide groups, that make people weary of the way another person or group of people walks or talks or
wears his/her cloths. It helps to heal artificially erected barriers between races, religions, nationalities and the “haves” and
“have-nots”. We all harbor prejudices, whether we want to admit it or not—it's human nature—but it doesn't have to be
that way. Christ didn't say anything about favoring one person or group over another --he obviously knew that under our
cloths we're all pretty much the same. We ALL got the invitation—just believe and heaven is open to you, and you, and
you, too. And the great thing about mission is that it exemplifies the Christian approach to life. We see this every time we
enter our own church building: KNOW GOD, LOVE GOD, SERVE GOD / KNOW PEOPLE, LOVE PEOPLE,
SERVE PEOPLE
We're all children of God. Christ's central theme, that he, as the Son of God, came to earth to be the Redeemer who took
on the sins of the world so that those who believe might have everlasting life comes with one caveat and that is that one
must believe. Is one who is “on the ropes” in need of religious advice? Maybe, or not—that is a call to be made at the
moment—but it never hurts to bring Christ into the conversation as the Great Comforter, even if its on the oblique.
Mission work, often ascribed to “missionaries” may speak more directly to this. Their work sounds romantic and it is all
about Christ but ours is no less so. I often use the phrase “action speaks louder than words.” You can't simply use adages
and old saws to take away the pain, both seen and unseen, in today's world.
In closing, I state here that we celebrate mission for what is, for what it can be and for it's healing, redemptive power.
Until next time! Jim Foley

Stewardship Notes
The World's six best doctors ...
Steve Jobs died a billionaire in October 2011 at age 56. This is his final essay:
“I reached the pinnacle of success in the business world. In some others' eyes, my life is the epitome of success. However,
aside from work, I have little joy. In the end, my wealth is only a fact of life that I am accustomed to. At this moment,
lying on my bed and recalling my life, I realize that all the recognition and wealth that I took so much pride in have paled
and become meaningless in the face of my death.
You can employ someone to drive the car for you, make money for you but you cannot have someone bear your sickness
for you. Material things lost can be found or replaced. But there is one thing that can never be found when it's lost Life. Whichever stage in life you are in right now, with time, you will face the day when the curtain comes down.
Treasure and love for your family, love for your spouse, love for your friends. Treat yourself well and cherish others. As
we grow older, and hopefully wiser, we realize that a $300 or a $30 watch both tell the same time. You will realize that
your true inner happiness does not come from the material things of this world. Whether you fly first class or economy,
if the plane goes down - you go down with it.
Therefore, I hope you realize, when you have mates, buddies and old friends, brothers and sisters, who you chat with,
laugh with, talk with, sing songs with, talk about north-south-east-west or heaven and earth, that is true happiness! Don't
educate your children to be rich. Educate them to be happy. So when they grow up they will know the value of things
and not the price. Eat your food as your medicine, otherwise you have to eat medicine as your food.
The One who loves you will never leave you for another because, even if there are 100 reasons to give up, he or she will
find a reason to hold on. There is a big difference between a human being and being human. Only a few really understand
it. You are loved when you are born. You will be loved when you die. In between, you have to manage!
The six best doctors in the world are sunlight, rest, exercise, diet, self-confidence and friends. Maintain them in all
stages and enjoy a healthy life."

Your Stewardship Committee

SAVE THE DATE!
The Vine Gathering
Saturday, September 21, 2019

Nevada is known as the “Battle Born” state because of its creation during the
Civil War (1861-1865). It was a tumultuous time in the country and many
consider it a dark period in American history.

(Photos of MVPC Member, Sandi Nolan’s family members)

*Ticket sales in Fellowship Hall after both services*
Come hear the true story of how the war affected life in America by author, Kay
Moore, who grew up in Maryland.
Kay is the author of several books and resides here in Sun City. She will have a
30-minute presentation with a slide show. You will be surprised!

Dinner for Six – Fall Groups Forming Now!
Are you new to MVPC or interested in meeting more of
your fabulous church family members? Then Dinner for Six
is for you! Groups of six, couples and singles get together
once a month to share a meal – the same group meets
together for 3 months. The emphasis is on fun and
fellowship. You don’t have to be a gourmet cook to
participate…or cook at all for that matter! Meals can be at your home, at the church or invite
everyone to your favorite restaurant for a “Dutch treat” dinner! Some groups have met for
lunch as well, whatever works best for your group.
If you are interested in joining a Fall Dinner for Six group, a sign-up sheet is located on the
SERVE Counter in the Narthex. For those who took the summer months off please, let us
know if you are interested in returning to a group by simply signing up again. If you are
currently in a group, no need to sign up again, you will be included in a new group unless we
hear from you. For questions, please contact the church office.

Our Vision
God
People
The Pastor’s Bible study will start on
Sept. 18th at 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. This will be an engaging
study of 1st and 2nd Peter. For further
information please contact the church office.

It’s What We Do!!

Laugh Often
and Fear Not!

“Christ caring for people through people”

Stephen Ministers: The After People
People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?” One way to put it is
that Stephen Ministers are the After People.
Stephen Ministers are there:
. . . after the phone call you hoped you’d never get
. . . after the funeral, when everyone has left and the
emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing in on you.
. . . after the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out of your life.
. . . after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.”
. . . after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to
your new home.”

. . . after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the house
suddenly seems empty
. . . after the gavel comes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is
led away.
. . . after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever
dreamed possible.
. . . after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck.
. . . after your family and friends have heard your
story one too many times, but you still need
to talk it out.

Please contact the office at 702 341-7800 for information on
becoming or receiving a Stephen Minister.

Free Dispatch Health Refrigerator Magnets are available in the Narthex. Please be sure to get
yours so their number is readily available in case you need to call them for an “Urgent Care
House Call”!
STOP THE BLEED KITS are lifesavers in case of emergency situations. Included in each kit are compression
bandages, coagulating gauze (stops bleeding) and a tourniquet with instructions. MVPC now has four of
them. They are stored with the Emergency Responder Red Bag and other First Aid supplies in the Narthex. The cabinet is marked
with a First Aid decal and a Bleeding Control sticker. One kit is stored in the upstairs Mark Room First Aid Cabinet.

Thoughts from your Parish Nurse
Hello, MVPC!
The last installment on WALKING, thanks to the NIH Health Information pages, follows. You’ll see tips on stretching and safety.
Should I stretch before I walk?
Research is ongoing about the best time to stretch. You may warm up before your walk by walking more slowly for a few minutes
before picking up the pace. You may choose to stretch after you warm up and after you are done walking and cooling down. Cool
down by walking slowly the last few minutes of your walk.
After you are done walking, gentle stretching may help make you more flexible. To stretch correctly, avoid bouncing or holding your
breath. Do each stretch slowly and move only as far as you feel comfortable. Below are some examples of stretches you may want to
try, if you are physically able.

Side Reach Reach one arm over your head and to the side. Keep your hips steady and your shoulders straight to the
side. Hold for 10 seconds and repeat on the other side.

Wall Push Lean your hands on a wall and place your feet about 3 to 4 feet away from the wall. Bend one knee and point
it toward the wall. Keep your back leg straight with your foot flat and your toes pointed straight ahead. Hold for 10
seconds and repeat with the other leg.

Knee Pull Lean your back against a wall. Keep your head, hips, and feet in a straight line. Pull one knee toward your
chest, hold for 10 seconds, and then repeat with the other leg.

Leg Curl Pull your right foot toward your buttocks with your right hand. Stand straight and keep your bent knee pointing
straight down. Hold for 10 seconds and repeat with your other foot and hand.

Hamstring Stretch Sit on a sturdy bench or hard surface so that one leg is stretched out on the bench with your
toes pointing up. Keep your other foot flat on the surface below. Straighten your back, and if you feel a stretch in
the back of your thigh, hold for 10 seconds and then change sides and repeat. If you do not feel a stretch, slowly
lean forward from your hips until you feel a stretch.

What about safety?
Some places are safer to walk when you are outdoors than others. Keep safety in mind as you plan when and where you will walk.
• Be aware of your surroundings. If you wear headphones while walking, keep the volume low enough so you can hear car
horns, people’s voices, barking, and other sounds and noises.
• Walk with others, when possible, and take a phone and ID, such as a driver’s license, with you.

•
•
•
•
•

Let your family and friends know where and when you walk.
Wear a reflective vest or brightly colored clothing if it is dark outside.
Be careful walking around large bushes, parked cars, and other barriers that may block your view of traffic or other people.
Watch out for uneven or slippery streets and sidewalks; or holes, rocks, or sticks that could cause falls.
Walk in an indoor mall or shopping center if you don’t feel safe or comfortable walking outside.

Enjoy your time walking! Soon it will be beautiful fall weather just perfect for walking. As I said before, I truly believe Spirituality,
Faith and Prayer heals and strengthens us. Marrying walking and discussion of scripture, especially with a friend or two, is a winwin! Remember to contact me to get your complimentary copy of “Walk and Talk, Walking Together with Scripture”. There are just
a few.
Blessings and Health,
Launa

Help and Encouragement after the death of
a spouse, child, family member or friend.

Begin your journey from mourning to joy
Tuesdays from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Mt. View Presbyterian Church Chapel
These sessions begin September 10th and run through December 10th. You are invited to
begin attending our GriefShare group at any point. Each of the 13 sessions are self-contained
so you do not have to attend in sequence. You will be able to pick up any session you miss in
our next 13-week cycle.
Seminar topics include:
Is this Normal? Challenges of Grief? The Journey of Grief, Grief and Relationships, WHY?
Guilt and Anger, STUCK, Lessons of Grief, Heaven, What Do I Live For Now?
Register anytime by calling the Church Office at 702-341-7800 or visit the church website at
www.mviewpc.org under Ministries.

Women’s Ministry is recruiting volunteers for the 2020 Women’s Conference planning committee. Elder, Dian
Ward is heading up the committee for this awesome event! The conference theme is “Life Happens” and will be
held on Friday, January 24th and Saturday, January 25th at the church. Contact the church office if you are
interested in volunteering or if you are a women-owned or women-focused business interested in being a
conference sponsor.

Last week MVPC had the pleasure of hosting homeless families in our church through Family Promise. We provided three
meals a day and a cool place to sleep for families in need, and I want to tell the entire congregation how proud I am to be a
member of this church.
I would like to thank our volunteers that made delicious dinners, served breakfast, and spent the night in the church:
John Bull
Susan Bull
Barry Dantagnan
Kathy Dantagnan
Jim Foley
Marilyn Gramms
Jane Grimes
Sharon Hughes

Anne Lawton
Andrea Manning
Bill Manning
Laura Martin
Tim Martin
Lynn Palmer
Andrew Patterson
Jeff Patterson

Lindsey Patterson
Karalynn Schram
Beverly Stokes
Chris Walther
Mark Washburn
Terri Washburn
Ellen Whittemore
The Adventurers

Together we served a total of eight adults and 11 children and worked roughly 97 hours throughout the week! We also
had several members donate food for packed lunches, desserts, and bottled water.
It takes the entire congregation to host Family Promise each year and in 2020 we will be hosting two weeks! We need
volunteers for the weeks of March 08 – March 15 and August 23 - August 30. It is never too early to sign up. Please
contact the church office if you would like to volunteer!
Kacie Walther- Family Promise Coordinator

The Fall Concert Series begins on Sept. 21st
at 3 p.m. in the Sanctuary. This concert will
feature Flute and Piano music presented by
Clare Birmingham, Flute and Darin
Bradford, Piano. This should be a great start
to an exciting concert season.

Maryanne Klingenberg – Sept. 7th
Patricia Strong - Sept. 7th
Jean Fandrich – Sept. 8th
Stella McCloskey – Sept. 9th
Toni Milleret – Sept. 11th
Stephen Chance – Sept. 13th

Gary and Barbara Mickelson – Sept. 7th
John and Susan Bull – Sept. 9th
Frank and Kathryn Ostrowski – Sept. 11th
Chuck and Amy Hahn – Sept. 13th
Get our church app
MVPC-Las Vegas
from
Google Play Store or Apple iTunes

Sun., Sept. 8
4:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 9
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 10
10:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 11
12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

Parent/Youth Meeting, GR
Youth Group, GR
Men’s Life, CH
Quilters, FH
Flower Prep, Kit
Staff Meeting, CH
C.E., Mark
Magnify, Luke
Gamblers Anon., CH
Women’s Bible Study, CH
Mexican Train, FH
Griefshare, CH
Deacons, GR
Women’s Bible Study, CH
Sign Language Class, CH
Bridge, FH

2:30 p.m.

ALS Support, CH

4:30 & 5:30 p.m.

Bells Rehearsal, CH

7:00 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 12
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 13
10:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 14
9:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal
Chinese Bible Study, CH
Women’s Bible Study, Esther
Memory Education and Support, CH
Praise Team, SC
Women’s Bible Study, Esther
AHG, FH
Crochet Class, CH
Knitting, FH
Stephen Ministry, CH
AA Meeting, CH

On Sunday mornings, check in with Facebook
and tellHarry
your friends you’re here.

Messenger articles and Sunday announcement
requests are due in the Church office by
Wednesday at noon each week! Thank you for
your cooperation!

LET THE PEOPLE PRAY
Pray without Ceasing. (1 Thessalonians 5:17)
Our Members
-

The Flanigan Family
The Fleshman Family
The Foley Family
Bernice Foreit
Ron Forret and Carol Brink
The Foster Family
Renny Fransz
Linda Freyler

Our World
- People of The Bahamas
- Brexit Turmoil
- South African Riots

Our Nation
- Hurricane Dorian Aftermath
- California Boat Fire Victims
- Justice Ginsburg

Our City
- Tortoise Rescue
- Sales Tax increase
- Mission High School

Our Churches
1. Celebration Church
2. Desert Storm Baptist Church
3. The Lakes Lutheran Church

Other Prayer Concerns…
Sympathy to the family of Barbara Borg
Sympathy to the family of Marj Scull
Lorraine Spofford
Gina Purpura
Doris Grassick
Kimmy Jo Nahan
Brad Carter
Wade Reeves

Our Congregation
Sharon Hughes, Carol Lefkowitz,
Larry Weber
- Elders: Scott Whittemore
- Deacons: Al Youmans,
Pat Youmans

